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CULTURAL VALUES IN THE CONCEPT OF NUMBER

Abstract. The numeral is an important object of study in linguistics and serves as a basis for demonstrating the cultural
values, thinking and history of a nation. Each number conveys ancient cultural value, superstitions, cultural taboos and symbolic
meaning through the conceptual system of language and linguocultural units. Since numbers have become the most important
object in linguistics, these numbers with linguistic and cultural codes should be explored more through the conceptual system of
language. The numbers include metric vocabulary, quantitative and numbering vocabulary. Moreover, numbers can be
considered as the bearers of cultural information. Having learned the cultural meaning of numbers, one can get acquainted with
traditions and ancient customs of a nation and their beliefs. This article draws attention to the most valuable information about
numbers, starting with “1” and further about the culture, superstitions and ancient culture of people. The importance of studying
phraseological unities with numbers from an ethnocultural point of view is also shown.
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CAH KOHIENTICIHAEI'T MOJAEHU KYHABIJIBIKTAP

Annoranusi. CaH aTtaymapsl Till OUTIMIHIH MAaHBI3OBI 3€pTTCY HBICAHBIHA AWHAIBINT YITTHIH, XaIBIKTHIH MOICHHU
KYHIIBUIBIFBIH, CAHACBHIH YXKOHE OTKEH OMipiH, TAPUXBIH KOPCETyTe Heri3 OobIm Keneni. OpOip caHHBIH OOWBIHIA CakKTallFaH
KOINTEreH HAHbIM CEHIMIEep, KOHE MOJICHM KYH/BUIBIKTAp, TYPJi BIPHIM-THIMBIMIAD IKOHE CHUMBOJABIK MAarblHA TiJIJeTi
KOHIIENTYANBIK JKYHe, COHBIMEH Oipre JMHTBOMOAEHHU OipJIIKTEep apKbUIBI TaHBUIyAa. Tinm OlLTiMiHIH 3epTTeyiHe aifHanFaH
JIMHTBOMOJICHH KOJbI 0ap caHAapIbl KOHILENTYaJJbIK TYPFbIIAa 3€PTTE» OTHIPBIN, opi Kapail aikpiHmal Tycy kaxker. Can
aTayJiapblHa METPUKAIIBIK JIEKCHKa, CaH/IBIK JIEKCHKA )KOHE HOMIpIIeY JIEKCUKachl xkaraibl. COHbIMEH KaTap, CaHap — 0J1 MOJICHH
aKIapaTThIH TaChIMAJIAYIIbICH OOJbIN caHanansl. CaHmapbH MOJICHH MarbIHACHIH TOJIBIK MEHI€PE OTBIPBII, COJ XaJbIKThIH
CalIT-JI9CTYPJIEpl MEH €XKeJNrl 9JIeT-FYpPBINTapbIMEH, TYPJ HaHBIM-CEHIMIEPIMEH erKeil-Terkeilsli TaHbicyFa Oomazipl. by
Makajaja TUIJIer caHaap Typaibl, SFHU | caHbIHaH Oacran aca KYH/bl MOJICHHU, CEHIM-HaHBIMJIBIH aKapartap 0ap eKeHiHe MoH
Oeprizeni. CoHbIMEH Katap, Gppa3eosorHsuIbIK OipJlikTep KypaMbIHIArbl CaH aTayjapblHbIH STHOMS/ICHH TYPFhIIA 3ePTTEIyAiH
30p MaHBI3JBUIBIFBIHA KO3 )KETKi3e/l.

Tipek co3ep: yFbIM, MOJICHUET, TAPHX, JINHI'BOMS/ICHUETTAaHBIMBIK, CaH €CiM.
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KYJBTYPHBIE HEHHOCTH B KOHHEIIIUA YNCJIA

AnHoTanusi. VM 4MCIUTENbHOE SIBISIETCS] BXXHBIM OOBEKTOM HW3Y4YEHHS! B JIMHIBUCTUKE M CIY)XUT OCHOBOM JUIs
JICMOHCTpAlMK KYJIbTYPHBIX LIEHHOCTEH, MBIIUICHHS W MCTOpUM Hauu. Kaxpas mmdpa mnepepaeT OPEBHIOI KyJIbTYPHYIO
LIEHHOCTb, CyeBEepuUs, KyJIbTYpHBIE 3alpeThl U CHMBOJUYECKOE 3HAYEHHE uepe3 KOHLENTYaJlIbHYI0 CHCTEMY S3bIKa H
JIMHTBOKYJIBTYpOJIOTHYECKUE eUHUIBI. [1ocKoIbKy U(pPBI CTaiu caMbiM BaXHBIM OOBEKTOM B JIMHIBUCTHKE, 3TH LU(PHI C
JIMHTBOKYJIBTYPHBIMH KOJIaMH CJIEJLyeT UCCIIEI0BATh OO0JIbIE Yepe3 KOHIENTYaIbHYI0 CUCTEMY s3bIKa. Uncia BKII0YaroT B ceOs
METPUUYECKYIO JIEKCUKY, KOJIUYECTBEHHYIO JIEKCHKY, a TaKkKe JEKCUKY HyMepauuu. bonee Toro, yicia MOXKHO B IOJTHOH Mepe
paccMaTpuBaTh Kak HOCHUTENM KyJbTYpHOH MH(pOpMamuu. Y3HaB KyJIbTypHOE 3HA4E€HHE YHCEJ, MOXKHO ITO3HAKOMUTHCS C
TPAIMIMAMHI U JPEBHUMH OOBIYasiMHU HApOJa, €ro BEpOBaHWAMH. B maHHOI cTaThe oOpamiaercss BHUMaHHAE Ha CaMylo IIEHHYIO
uH(popMaruio o udpax, HaunHas ¢ « 1» U 1anee o KyJabType, CyeBepusX U ApeBHEH KyJIbType Troiel. Taxke moka3zaHo 3HaYCHUE
uccae0BaHus (Ppa3eosorHIecKuX eIMHCTB C YUCIAMH C STHOKYJIBTYPHOH TOUKHU 3pCHNS.

KiroueBble cj10Ba: KOHIIENT, KyJIbTypa, HCTOPHS, TMHTBOKYJIbTYPOIOTHUECKHH, YHCIUTEIHHOE.
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Introduction

As the numerals became the most important object in Linguistics they are the basis of illustrating
people’s mindset, past life and cultural values. Every numeral which has a linguacultural code introduces
ancient cultural value, superstitions, cultural prohibitions and symbolic meaning through the conceptual
system of language to young generation. Those numerals with the linguacultural codes should be researched
more through the conceptual system of language. This article can shed light on valuable cultural and
religious information that is embedded in each numeral, starting from number 1. In addition, it is crucial to
analyze the names of numbers within phraseological units from an ethnocultural perspective. By doing so,
we can gain a deeper understanding of the cultural beliefs, rituals, and traditions that are associated with
numerals in a particular language. Ultimately, this linguistic and cultural research can help preserve and
promote the unique cultural identity of a people or nation.

The lexical unit of numerical names is present in all languages, and the semantic field of number
names is extremely diverse, as their history dates back to ancient times. The original meanings of number
names in mythology were associated with symbols of high value, rather than numerical activities. Despite
being an abstract concept, numbers have played an important role in human life. However, in our daily
lives, we often overlook the significance and unique meanings of each number. In contrast, our ancestors
carefully evaluated the value and characteristics of each number, recognizing their distinct features and
using them accordingly, starting with number 1. Numerical names are a lexical unit common to all
languages. The semantic field of number names is also infinitely wide. Because the history of the formation
of numbers begins in ancient times. According to mythological data, the original meaning of the names of
numbers was not counting, numerical activity, but was accepted as a symbol of high value. Number itself
is an abstract concept. But in ancient mythology, the names of numbers denoted a certain thing or
phenomenon. No one can deny the importance of the role of numbers in human life. And in everyday life,
we do not pay much attention to where and how these numbers come from and that each of those numbers
has its own meaning. And our ancestors, starting with number 1, weighed the value and qualities of each
number, distinguished their unique features, and used them according to their meaning.

Materials and methods

The concept of numbers has been present since ancient times and has evolved over centuries. In early
human history, numbers were primarily used to measure time, with a five-day week being followed initially
and then a 7-day week. Pythagoras, a Greek mathematician, believed that everything in the world is
composed of numbers and can be expressed through numbers and pairs. He believed that beautiful
expressions and melodious songs arise from the harmonious combination of numbers. Pythagoras also
conducted mathematical modeling studies, translating relationships between people into the language of
numbers. He referred to odd numbers as "male numbers,” even numbers as "female numbers," and the
combination of odd and even numbers as "even numbers."”

Pythagoras, who believed that "numbers rule the universe,” held that every aspect of the world was
connected to a certain number. It was thought that numbers were associated with both goodness and evil,
happiness and unhappiness, and we needed to understand what they represented. The Pythagoreans
regarded the number 1 as the most important number, as the entire world began with it. Unity is the
foundation of the universe. Duality represents love but also instability. The number three is not a prime
number because it is the sum of the two previous numbers. The number six is considered extraordinary
because it is formed from the sum and product of previous numbers, specifically, 1, 2, and 3. The number
seven is regarded as both sacred and holy (Zhmud, 1990) .

Since ancient times, it has been believed that numbers have meaning, that is, they have magical power.
Every human being, whether he wants it or not, has a desire for a certain number, and is also afraid of a
certain number. According to the ancient Greek people, numbers bring good and bad, happiness and sadness.
For example, the number 0. It is a symbol of absolute infinity. Therefore, zero is a number that represents
a world that has not yet appeared. Therefore, he concluded that zero is the beginning of all things and
phenomena, that is, dream or death. Therefore, the graph of zero is also represented in the form of a ring or
acircle.

Number 1 is the first of the first. Without it, the digital chain will not start. No world can begin without
it. Number 2 - softness, has the tactical property of smoothing a sharp corner. Duality exists in the two
environments of kindness and cruelty, warmth and cold, light and darkness, wealth and poverty.
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The number 3 is considered a symbol of wholeness and full maturity. In the worldview of the ancient
Greeks, three was recognized as the luckiest number. And in Ancient Babylon, three gods were worshiped
- the Sun, the Moon, and Sholpan. The preservation of the number three in the meaning of happiness in
human knowledge is directly related to the value of its formula "2+1=3". Also, the concept of trinity
symbolizes the inseparable unity of the triangle "past, present, future".

The number four was considered a symbol of stability and strength in the worldview of the ancient
Greeks. A quadrilateral is associated with a square with four corners and four sides. This concept
stereotypes the four corners of the world (four worlds, four seasons), four seasons, four forces of nature
(Fire, Earth, Air, Water). For the Slavic people, the square is recognized as a symbol of the Earth. And in
the Japanese-Chinese world, the number 4 is considered a dangerous number. Number 5. Pythagoras paid
special attention to five.

Number 5 is recognized as the luckiest number. And in the ancient times, "five" was a symbol of risk,
that is, it was believed that five has energy, courage, and independence. In the universal understanding, the
number 5 is associated with five fingers, five angles of a star, five times of prayer of Muslims, five ghakliyas
of Buddhism.

Number 6 is a creative number. For the Slavic people, six is recognized as the symbol of the Sun.
Number 7. In Egyptian and Babylonian philosophy, seven was interpreted as the combination of two
"viable" numbers (3 and 4). More precisely, three people - father, mother, child - form the basis of life, and
four are the four directions of the world, that is, only the four corners of the world know where the wind
blows, when it rains, and when the earth is nourished. Therefore, the number 7 is considered to be the
beginning of creation and destruction. Therefore, the number 7, formed by the combination of three and
four, is recognized as a holy number in the universal understanding. The ancient Greek people believed that
the number seven has magical power, because a person perceives the surrounding world through the 7
openings of the head (two eyes, two ears, two nostrils, one mouth). The ancient Jewish people also respected
the number 7. Because it was believed that God created the sun and the earth, the sky and the sea in six
days of the week, and he respected the seventh day. Under the influence of such beliefs, the number 7
acquired a symbolic value. For example, the ancient Greek people chose the best seven actors every year.
The ancient Roman people honored the seven sages. Christianity also talks about seven sins and seven
secrets. And we will pay special attention to the sanctity of seven in Kazakh. In Indian tradition, seven
elephant statues are presented to bring happiness. Christian fasting lasts 7 weeks. The book of the Bible
tells about seven lamps, seven angels, seven years of plenty and seven years of drought. In Japanese culture,
there are seven benevolent deities, and therefore it is understood that there are 7 good fortunes in a person's
life.

Number 8. In the ancient cultural environment, the number eight was accepted as an expression of
confidence, a symbol of perfect faith. Eight is a double square. if it is divided into two and four, both parts
will be equal to each other. This quality of eight was the basis for symbolizing the quality of confidence.

The belief that the number 9 has magical powers dates back to ancient times. During that era, nine
was sometimes considered a sign of mercy and sometimes a sign of sorrow. The ancient Romans used the
number nine as a symbolic symbol of the glory of mercy. And in the Japanese-Chinese world, nine is
considered an unlucky number, that is, a sign of illness.

Number 10. In ancient culture, the number ten has always been a symbol of wholeness, harmony and
unity. Decimal given by the formula "1+2+3+4=10" is symbolized as a philosophical gem. Here are the
good qualities of each number.

Number 11. In the culture of ancient times, the number eleven was included in the list of unpleasant
and unfavorable signs. Nowadays, the fact that the activity of the Sun changes every eleven years and has
a beneficial effect on human health confirms that this number also has good qualities. But looking at this
data, it cannot be said that the number eleven has mystical power.

Number 12. We know that there was a set size (a dozen) in world culture. Based on this, the twelve
months of the year, the twelve signs of the constellation, the division of the hour into twelve hours, and the
beginning of a new day at twelve o'clock were formed. Therefore, twelve is accepted as a symbol
representing the fullness of wholeness, wealth and happiness.

Number 13. In the ancient culture, the number thirteen was recognized as an inauspicious and unlucky
sign. Thirteen in its numerical nature is divisible only by itself and only by one number. Probably because
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of this, since ancient times, the unlucky quality of thirteen has been permanently marked in the human mind.
Since then, the ritual of disliking the number thirteen, the belief that it will lead to bad luck, continues to
this day. For example, in the cultures of England, France, Poland, and Russia, the number thirteen was
accepted as an unlucky symbol, and people were frightened. Thirteen tries to stay away. And in Kazakh
culture, thirteen is marked as the age of starting a family.

Number 40. Forty belongs to the category of lucky numbers, both in Eastern culture and in Western
culture. In the system of world symbols, the number forty is associated with the tradition of giving brides
in Eastern culture. Also, in the religious traditions of the Slavic peoples, the number forty is used in the
meaning of goodness, blessing, abundance.

Number 60. In Babylonian, Persian, and ancient Greek legends, the number sixty is equated with
great power. For example, the Babylonians recognized sixty as "God" (Encyclopedia of numerology, 2000).

In conclusion, the information that indicates that the symbolic meaning of the names of numbers one,
two, three, four, seven is a global model originates from ancient mythology. Initially, numbers were deeply
preserved in the knowledge of humanity due to their numerical features, and later they were semantically
developed as magic numbers. Numbers first had a symbolic value due to their individual properties. Later,
it was used for other meanings within the framework of philosophical, logical, psychological knowledge.
The representation of ethno-cultural and spiritual ancients through numbers reveals the essence of these
meanings. By conducting an etymological, linguistic and cultural study of the names of numbers, it is
possible to determine the fundamentals of linguistic consciousness.

Literature review

Plato and Aristotle were the first scientists to comment on the secret properties of numbers. Later, the
German physician, philosopher Heinrich Cornelius Agrippa Nettesheimsky, N.L. Gilbright, Australian
numerologist Davida Phillips, A.F. Alexandrov, etc., wrote works on the research of number names not
only numerical properties, but also other meanings.

Ethnographer G. N. Potanin, reviewing his previous studies, considered the numbers three, seven,
and nine sacred. According to him. It is wrong to look for the number seven in the glorification of the seven
planets in the sky, he says that it should be understood as the result of people's long-term observation of
celestial lights (Potanin, 2014: 93).

About the numerical names of peoples of Turkic origin V.A. Gordelevsky, N. Poppe, I. Zenga, F.
Rosenberg, G. Ramstead, W. Bartholdt, V. If scientists like Radlov do historical and comparative research,
in Kazakh linguistics, the names of numerals I. Chesenbayev, A. Khasenov, T. Zhanuzakov, E. Koishibayev,
Zh. Baizakov, N. Valiuli, A. Elesheva, K. Gabithanuly, K. In Dusipbaeva's research, it is considered from
different angles. In particular, the above scientists try to reveal the unique features of numbers by studying
the phraseological units in which the number noun is involved from every angle.

I. About the properties of numbers. The number seven is a sacred number deeply rooted in the
language of the Turkic peoples . This number is found not only in the Turkic peoples, but also in the
information of the Manchurian, Mongolian, Arab, Chinese and Indian peoples. It is assumed that such a
commonality should be caused by a historical cultural transition (Chesenbayev, 1977).

A. Khasenov, who studied the number nouns in the Kazakh language, said: "Number names, which
belong to the main vocabulary of Turkic languages, are taken from the reality of life, from concrete things,
that is, from nouns. Of course, the development of these general numerical concepts is connected with the
development of mathematics, it does not contradict the opinion that humanity was born out of necessity, it
complements and confirms it. Secondly, if we are guided by the Marxist principle that it is possible to
compare the past history of a certain phenomenon with the present one, and to discover and recognize its
current forms by studying them, modern linguistic facts, for example, quantitative semantic nouns and
phrases, the main numerical nouns in Turkish languages, do not deny our assumption that they were
separated from nouns. , confirms again,"” says (Hasenov, 1954: 20).

In the research of S. Zhirenov: "The use of number names in the Kazakh-Kyrgyz languages with
metric measures, abstract concepts shows the mutual similarities and differences of phraseological units
created by ethnic number names. Phraseological phrases made with the number "two" in the Kazakh-
Kyrgyz languages are two halves, one whole / / two coppers, to be one copper; put both feet in one boot //
put both feet in one shoe; to be happy in both worlds // happy in both worlds; to have two eyes and four //
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to be two lambs, etc. can be attributed. In the Kazakh-Kyrgyz languages, regular phrases based on the
number "two™ are very numerous in both languages, quantitatively and qualitatively™ (Zhirenov, 2012).

Results and discussion

According to S. Kasymova, who studied the meaning of proverbs with a numerical component,
"comparison strengthens the meaning of the proverb. The six-day holiday for the impudent - in the literal
sense, it means that an impudent person should not think about anything, live in the present, and be educated
to avoid such strange behavior. Number six depends on the six days of the week. An angel also has five
faults - it means that none of the people in general is perfect, that is, no matter how good a person is, he
also has some mistakes, periods of character. In general, "angel™ in Kazakh is a mythological image, person.
He is a protector, supporter of people, pure and innocent. In this context, there is a belief in our people that
when making a blessing and a wish, "may it fall into the ears of an angel”, there is a belief that angels
protect young babies, that angels play in their dreams, and the child laughs or cries from it. All of these
represent the power and qualities of an angel, and the proverb gives an example that even a relatively
powerful angel has faults, and this proverb is often used as a consolation when a person makes a mistake,
commits a mistake, regrets it, and complains” (Kasymova, 2010).

Scientists who studied the symbolic meaning, religious meaning, and ritual content of number names
include V.N. Toporov (Toporov, 1980) can be attributed. In the works of scientists who have studied the
names of numbers using a comparative method, it can be observed that the concepts of numbers in two or
three languages are in common. D.I. Skorobutov studied (Skorobutov, 2004). M.V. Kirillin (1988) studied
the theme of the symbolism of numbers in ancient Russian legends and published spiritual values in Russian
culture that are not widely known. R. T. Muratova (Muratova, 2009), who specially studied the sacred,
magical, symbolic meanings of the names of numbers in the Bashkir language, opened the beginning of a
culture common to the Turks in relation to the names of numbers (Skorobutov, 1985). A.S. Shakirov made
a semantic analysis of numerical phraseological units in typologically different languages (Shakirov, 1985).
O.R. Dosymbekova studied the national features of numerological culture in the Kazakh and Chinese
languages (Dosymbekova, 2015).

A. E. Suprin's work can be included among the works that studied the ethno-cultural meanings of the
names of numbers in phraseological units (Suprin, 1965). The work of the scientist L. G. Botina, who
studied the occurrence of number names in regular phrases in Russian dialects, made it possible to recognize
the semantic underpinnings of ancient numerical concepts (Botina, 1983). I.N. Kudelin found out that the
equivalents in the phraseological phrase of number names in Russian and German languages are common
(Kuledin, 1966). S.A. Sokolov studied the common semantics of numerical concepts in Turkish and Russian
languages (Sokolov, 1971). Numerical concepts common to Turkic languages can be found in the work of
M. Abdrakhmanova, who studied the symbolic meaning of numeral names in the Turkmen language
(Abrahamova, 1972).

Since 2000, researches aimed at studying the continuity of language and culture through numerical
names have been published. For example, L.M. Pelipenko studied cognitive-semantic and linguistic-
cultural features of numerical phraseological units (Pelipenko, 2016). M.R. Khezheva studied the image of
a person in the content of numerical phraseological units in the Kabardian-Cherkasian language within the
framework of atropolinguistics (Khezheva, 2017). Cui Hong Yen considered the semantics of number
names in Chinese and Russian languages from a linguistic and cultural aspect (Cui, 2017). E.D. Devitskaya
defined the ancient cultural codes of beliefs and superstitions of the numbers in the wedding ritual of the
Kuban people (Devitskaya, 2016)

Conclusion

Thus, numerical names, which have become an important research object of linguistics, have become
the main factor that is the basis for expressing the cultural value of the nation and people through language.
The ancient cultural values, beliefs, rituals, symbolic meaning preserved in the language are determined
through paremiological fund in the language, material and spiritual cultural lexicon, conceptual knowledge
preserved in the language system, and hidden in the language of linguistic and cultural units. Numerical
names, which have become a research object of linguistics, are general genotypic concepts. Metric
(measurement) lexicon, quantitative (quantity-quantity) lexicon, numerative (symbolic, magical
correspondence of numbers) lexicon is included in the list of number names. Therefore, the mentioned
numerical lexical units are considered without separation.
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