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PHONOLOGICAL FEATURES OF THE TURKIC-SPEAKING PEOPLE

Abstract: Linguists distinguish four main groups among the Turkic languages: North-West
(Kipchak), South-West (Oguz), South-East (Karluk) and North-East (Siberian). Representatives
of these groups speak Turkic languages, and their geographical location extends from Europe
to Asia. Regardless of the common Turkic roots, the languages have their own phonological
features. Turkic languages are spoken over a large geographical area in Europe and Asia. As
it is known, there are Azerbaijani, Turkmen, Tatar, Uzbek, Baskurt, Nogai, Kyrgyz, Kazakh,
Yakut, Kuvas and other dialects. Turkic languages are widespread in the vast territory from
Eastern Europe to Eastern Siberia and China. Their main range is in Central Asia (Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Xinjiang in China), where they spread to the west of
northern Iran and the South Caucasus, Turkey and parts of the Balkans, and in the north of Asia
- in Europe. crosses the Volga, Ob and Yenisei rivers, reaching the north-east of Siberia and the
Northern Ice Ocean. Among the Turkic languages linguists distinguish four main groups: north-
western (Kipchak), south-western (Oguz), south-eastern (Karluks) and north-eastern (Siberian).
They speak Turkic languages, and their geographical position extends from Europe to Asia.
Regardless of the common Turkic roots, the languages have their own phonological features.
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H.B.OcnanrasnieBa

Oi-Dapabu arbiHAAF Kazak WITTHIK YHABEPCUTET] JKOHE
A. baiiTypchHOB aTbIH/aFb! i OLTiMi HHCTUTYTHI,
Anmvarel, Kazakcran

TYPKITIAEC XAJIBIKTAPABIH ®OHOJIOI' USUJIBIK EPEKITEJIIKTEPI

AnHoTamust: Typki TUTIEpiH TOPT HETi3ri TorTap apackiHAa Kapayra Oomamsr: ConTycTik-
barbic (Kpmmmax), Oxrycrik-barsic (Orp), OHTycTik-Lbrbic (Kapnyk) xone ConTycTik-
HIewsic (Cibip). Onap Typki TUIIepiHae ceineiin, keH reorpagusiiblk aiiMarsl Eypona mMen
Asustra co3bUIBIN XKatbIp. TYpKi TUTIEPIHIE COUCHTIH XaIbIKTap/IbIH COIUIeY Tini Oip OOFaHbI-
MeH, oJlapIbiH e3apa (POHONOTHSUIBIK epekiiesikrepi Oonabl. Typki Tutiepinne Eypona Mex
Asvsiiarel YIIKeH reorpadisUibK ayMakTa Comeiimi. O3ipOaibkaH, TYpKMEH, TaTap, 630€K,
OaImKypT, HOFal, KbIPFBI3, Ka3aK, SKyT, KyBac jkoHe Oacka Jia JuanekTiiep Oap exeHi Oenrii.
TYpKi Iim:[epi [ereic Eyporianan Lsreic Cibip men Kprraiira neifin keH TaparraH. OnapabH
Heri3ri aykeivbl Opranbik Asusina (Kazakcras, KLIpFLBcraH TypkimeHcTaH, O30ekcTaH
xone Kprraiinare! [birkaH), onap Oarbicka Kapait conrycm( HWpan men Oxrycrik Kapkasra,
Typxusira sxone bankaHHbIH Oip OetiriHe, aq CONTYCTIKKe Kapail PecelmiH eyponaibik
YKoHe a3usTBIK Oentirine Tapanpl. Emin, O0b sxone Enmceit esennepin kxecin erir, Cidip MeH
Corrryctik My31bI MYXUTTBIH CONTYCTIK-IITBEFBICHIHA KETE/].

Tipex ce3aep: Ti1, (hoHOMOTHSA, TYPKI TLIAEPI, (POHOIOTHSIIHIK EPEeKIIIEITIKTE.
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H.B.OcnanrasueBa

Kazaxckuii HalMoHaTBHBIN yHUBEpCUTET UM.Alh-Dapadul u
WnctutyT s3piko3Hanms mvMeHn A.baiiTypchiHOBa,
Anmarsl, Kazaxcran

OOHOJIO'NMYECKHUE OCOBEHHOCTH
TIOPKOA3BIYHbBIX HAPOIOB

AnHotamust: JIMHIBHCTBI PA3MYArOT YETHIPE OCHOBHBIC TPYIIIBI CPEIM THOPKCKHX
si3pIkoB: CeBepo-3amamHas (Kurmak), FOro-3amammas (Orys), FOro-Boctounas (Kapnyk) u
Cesepo-Bocrounas (Cubupekas). [IpencraBurenyt 3TUX rpymin pasroBapyBarOT Ha TEOPKCKUX
s3bIKax, M UX 00IMpHast reorpadudeckoe mpocrupaercst or Eporsl 1o Asun. Hecmotpst Ha
00ILME TIOPKCKUE KOPHH, SI3bIKH TEOPKOTOBOPSIIIMX HAPOIOB MMEIOT CBOU (DOHONOrHUEcKHe
ocoOeHHOCTH. Ha TIOpKCKHX S3bIKAX TOBOPSIT Ha OOIBITION Teorpaiueckoll TeppUTOprd B
EBporie 1 Azun. Kak U3BECTHO, CYIIIECTBYIOT a3epOaii/pKaHCKHIA, TFOPKMEHCKH, TATapCKHA,
Y30eKCKUH, OAIIKUPCKHIA, HOTAHCKIIA, KUPTH3CKAMN, KAa3aXCKUM, SIKYTCKHUM, KyBaCCKUI H JIPYTHC
JaseKThL. TIOpKCKUE SI3BIKM PacrpOCTPaHEHbl HA OTPOMHOM Tepputopurt or BoctouHoid
Esponer 1o Bocrounoit Cubupy 1 Kurast. Vx ocHoBHo# apean Haxomurcst B LieHTpanbHO#M
Az (Kazaxcran, Keiprenceran, Typkmerucran, Y30ekucrad 1 CHHBIRSIH B Kutae), orkyma
OHH PacIpOCTPAHIIIHCh Ha 3ariaj 1o ceBepHoro Mpana n FOxnoro Kaskasa, Typiwo 1 yacts
baskan, a Ha ceBepe - B Ha EBPOIEHCKYIO U a3uarcKyro yactb Poccuu. lepecekaer pexku Borra,
065 1 Ennceit, noctrras ceBepo-Boctoka Crowpr it CeBepHOTo JISIOBHTOrO OKeaHa.

KitroueBbie cj10Ba: s13b1K, (POHOTIOTHS, TIOPKCKHE S3bIKH, (POHOMOrNYECKIE OCOOCHHOCTH.

The Turkic languages are spoken over a large geographical area in Europe and Asia. As
we know, there arethe Azeri, the Tiirkmen, the Tartar, the Uzbek, the Baskurti, the Nogay, the
Kyrgyz, the Kazakh, the Yakuti, the Cuvas and other dialects. Turkic languages are distributed
over a vast territory ranging from eastern Europe to east Siberia and China. Their core area is in
Central Asia (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and Xinjiang in China) from
where they spread west to northern Iran and the South Caucasus, Turkey and part of the Balkans,
and to the north into European and Asiatic Russia straddling the Volga, Ob and Yenisei rivers
reaching northeast Siberia and the Arctic Ocean.
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The total number of Turkic speakers is close to 164 million.Linguists distinguish four main
groups among Turkic languages:North Western (Kipchak), South Western (Oghuz), South
Eastern (Karluk) and North Eastern (Siberian), the latter being a special case. As a matter of fact,the
northwestern, or Kipchak, branch comprises three groups. The South Kipchak group (NWs)
consists of Kazakh (spoken in Kazakhstan, Xinjiang, and so on), its close relative Karakalpak
(mainly Karakalpakstan), Nogay (Circassia, Dagestan), and Kyrgyz (Kyrgyzstan, China). The
North Kipchak group (NWn) consists of Tatar (Tatarstan, Russia; China; Romania; Bulgaria;
and so on), Bashkir (Bashkortostan, Russia), and WestSiberian dialects (Tepter, Tobol, Irtysh, and
so on). The West Kipchak group (NWw) today consists of small, partly endangered languages,
Kumyk (Dagestan), Karachay and Balkar (North Caucasus), Crimean Tatar, and Karaim. The
Karachay and Balkars and Crimean Tatars were deported during World War II; the latter were
allowed to resettle in Crimea only after the collapse of the Soviet Union in the 1990s. Karaim
is preserved in Lithuania and Ukraine. The languages of the Pechenegs and the Kuman are
antecedents of modern West Kipchak. The southeastern, or Uighur-Chagatai, branch comprises
two groups. The western group (SEw) consists of Uzbek (spoken in Uzbekistan, Tajikistan,
Xinjiang, Karakalpakstan, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, and Afghanistan). An eastern group
(SEe) comprises Uighur and Eastern Turki dialects (Xinjiang, China; Uzbekistan; Kazakhstan;
Kyrgyzstan). Eastern Turki oasis dialects are spoken in the Chinese cities of Kashgar, Yarkand,
Ho-T’ien (Khotan), A-k’o-su (Aksu), Turfan, and so on; Taranchi in the Ili valley. Yellow Uighur
(spoken in Kansu, China) and Salar (mainly Tsinghai), the latter of Oghuz origin, are small and
deviant languages. Old Uighur and Chagatai are antecedents of the modem SE branch.

The northeastern, or Siberian, branch comprises two groups. The North Siberian group
(NEn) consists of Sakha and Dolgan (spoken in Sakha republic [ Yakutia]), differing considerably
from mainstream Turkic owing to long geographic isolation. The heterogeneous South Siberian
group -comprises three types. One is represented by Khakas and Shor (both written) and dialects
such as Sagay, Kacha, Koybal, Kyzyl, Kiierik, and Chulym (spoken in the Abakan River area).
The second type is represented by Tyvan (Tuvan; spoken in Tyva [Tuva] republic of Russia and
in western Mongolia) and Tofa (northern Sayan region), both written languages. The third type
includes dialects such as Altay (a written language), Kumanda, Lebed, Tuba, Teleut, Teleng,
Tolos, and others (northern Altai, Baraba Steppe), some being rather similarto Kyrgyz.

The Turkic languages are clearly interrelated, showing close similarities in phonology,
morphology, and syntax. According to this we can say that they have differences in their
phonology. -Syllable structure. Most syllables have a (C)V(C) structure, i.e. they contain
a vowel that may be preceded by an initial consonant and/or followed by a final consonant.
Initial consonant clusters are avoided as well as vowel hiatus (two adjacent vowels in different
syllables). Many Turkic languages (Turkish amongthem) have a completely symmetrical vowel
system regarding height (4 high and 4 low vowels), frontness (4 front and 4 back), and roundness
(4 unrounded and 4 rounded):

Front Back
unrounded rounded unrounded rounded
High i i [y] i [ u
Low e o [c] a o

The symbols are those current in writing, when they differ from those of the International
Phonetic Alphabet, the latter are indicated between brackets. Most Turkic languages have
a contrast between voiceless and voiced stops and fricatives, though a few others. The most
general type is intrasyllabic affecting the vowel and consonant(s) of a given syllable. The whole
syllable is classified as front or back; in front syllables only front vowels and front consonants are
allowed; in back syllables the opposite is true. Thereis also an intersyllabic type of harmony in
which words tend to consist of syllables produced with either a back or a front tongue position.
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In some languages, like Kazakh and Kirghiz, harmony may be extended to vowel roundness. I
want to show you one exampleaccording the phonology. Theword “A bear” in a different Turkic
language:

Azeri: ay1

Ancient Tiirk: ayig

Gagauz: ay1

Kazak: aro (ayu)

Crimean Tatar: ayuv

Uzbek: ayiq

Tatar: ayu

Tiirkmen: ayy

Uygur:

As a Kazakh, I can read Kyrgyznews from internet but Ican only understand like 20 percent
when my Kyrgyzfriend speaks. The main difference is in pronunciation rather than grammar and
writing as lobserve.Summarize all of this I can say with a little practice, most Turkic languages
could be intelligible.
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