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PHONOLOGICAL FEATURES OF THE TURKIC-SPEAKING PEOPLE

Abstract: Linguists distinguish four main groups among the Turkic languages: North-West 
(Kipchak), South-West (Oguz), South-East (Karluk) and North-East (Siberian). Representatives 
of these groups speak Turkic languages, and their geographical location extends from Europe 
to Asia. Regardless of the common Turkic roots, the languages have their own phonological 
features. Turkic languages are spoken over a large geographical area in Europe and Asia. As 
it is known, there are Azerbaijani, Turkmen, Tatar, Uzbek, Baskurt, Nogai, Kyrgyz, Kazakh, 
Yakut, Kuvas and other dialects. Turkic languages are widespread in the vast territory from 
Eastern Europe to Eastern Siberia and China. Their main range is in Central Asia (Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Xinjiang in China), where they spread to the west of 
northern Iran and the South Caucasus, Turkey and parts of the Balkans, and in the north of Asia 
- in Europe. crosses the Volga, Ob and Yenisei rivers, reaching the north-east of Siberia and the 
Northern Ice Ocean. Among the Turkic languages linguists distinguish four main groups: north-
western (Kipchak), south-western (Oguz), south-eastern (Karluks) and north-eastern (Siberian). 
They speak Turkic languages, and their geographical position extends from Europe to Asia. 
Regardless of the common Turkic roots, the languages have their own phonological features.
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ТҮРКІТІЛДЕС ХАЛЫҚТАРДЫҢ ФОНОЛОГИЯЛЫҚ ЕРЕКШЕЛІКТЕРІ

Аннотация: Түркі тілдерін төрт негізгі топтар арасында қарауға болады: Солтүстік-
Батыс (Қыпшақ), Оңтүстік-Батыс (Оғыз), Оңтүстік-Шығыс (Қарлұқ) және Солтүстік-
Шығыс (Сібір). Олар түркі тілдерінде сөйлейді, кең географиялық аймағы Еуропа мен 
Азияға созылып жатыр. Түркі тілдерінде сөйлейтін халықтардың сөйлеу тілі бір болғаны-
мен, олардың өзара фонологиялық ерекшеліктері болады. Түркі тілдерінде Еуропа мен 
Азиядағы үлкен географиялық аумақта сөйлейді. Әзірбайжан, түркмен, татар, өзбек, 
башқұрт, ноғай, қырғыз, қазақ, якут, кувас және басқа да диалектілер бар екені белгілі. 
Түркі тілдері Шығыс Еуропадан Шығыс Сібір мен Қытайға дейін кең таралған. Олардың 
негізгі ауқымы Орталық Азияда (Қазақстан, Қырғызстан, Түркіменстан, Өзбекстан 
және Қытайдағы Шыңжаң), олар батысқа қарай солтүстік Иран мен Оңтүстік Кавказға, 
Түркияға және Балқанның бір бөлігіне, ал солтүстікке қарай Ресейдің еуропалық 
және азиялық бөлігіне таралды. Еділ, Обь және Енисей өзендерін кесіп өтіп, Сібір мен 
Солтүстік Мұзды мұхиттың солтүстік-шығысына жетеді. 

Тірек сөздер: тіл, фонология, түркі тілдері, фонологиялық ерекшеліктер.
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ФОНОЛОГИЧЕСКИЕ ОСОБЕННОСТИ 
ТЮРКОЯЗЫЧНЫХ НАРОДОВ

Аннотация: Лингвисты различают четыре основные группы среди тюркских 
языков: Северо-Западная (Кипчак), Юго-Западная (Огуз), Юго-Восточная (Карлук) и 
Северо-Восточная (Сибирская). Представители этих групп разговаривают на тюркских 
языках, и их обширная географическое простирается от Европы до Азии. Несмотря на 
общие тюркские корни, языки тюркоговорящих народов имеют свои фонологические 
особенности.  На тюркских языках говорят на большой географической территории в 
Европе и Азии. Как известно, существуют азербайджанский, тюркменский, татарский, 
узбекский, башкирский, ногайский, киргизский, казахский, якутский, кувасский и другие 
диалекты. Тюркские языки распространены на огромной территории от Восточной 
Европы до Восточной Сибири и Китая. Их основной ареал находится в Центральной 
Азии (Казахстан, Кыргызстан, Туркменистан, Узбекистан и Синьцзян в Китае), откуда 
они распространились на запад до северного Ирана и Южного Кавказа, Турцию и часть 
Балкан, а на севере - в на европейскую и азиатскую часть России. Пересекает реки Волга, 
Обь и Енисей, достигая северо-востока Сибири и Северного Ледовитого океана. 

Ключевые слова: язык, фонология, тюркские языки, фонологические особенности.

The Turkic languages are spoken over a large geographical area in Europe and Asia. As 
we know, there arethe Azeri, the Türkmen, the Tartar, the Uzbek, the Baskurti, the Nogay, the 
Kyrgyz, the Kazakh, the Yakuti, the Cuvas and other dialects. Turkic languages are distributed 
over a vast territory ranging from eastern Europe to east Siberia and China. Their core area is in 
Central Asia (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and Xinjiang in China) from 
where they spread west to northern Iran and the South Caucasus, Turkey and part of the Balkans, 
and to the north into European and Asiatic Russia straddling the Volga, Ob and Yenisei rivers 
reaching northeast Siberia and the Arctic Ocean.
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The total number of Turkic speakers is close to 164 million.Linguists distinguish four main 
groups among Turkic languages:North Western (Kipchak), South Western (Oghuz), South 
Eastern (Karluk) and North Eastern (Siberian), the latter being a special case. As a matter of fact,the 
northwestern, or Kipchak, branch comprises three groups. The South Kipchak group (NWs) 
consists of Kazakh (spoken in Kazakhstan, Xinjiang, and so on), its close relative Karakalpak 
(mainly Karakalpakstan), Nogay (Circassia, Dagestan), and Kyrgyz (Kyrgyzstan, China). The 
North Kipchak group (NWn) consists of Tatar (Tatarstan, Russia; China; Romania; Bulgaria; 
and so on), Bashkir (Bashkortostan, Russia), and WestSiberian dialects (Tepter, Tobol, Irtysh, and 
so on). The West Kipchak group (NWw) today consists of small, partly endangered languages, 
Kumyk (Dagestan), Karachay and Balkar (North Caucasus), Crimean Tatar, and Karaim. The 
Karachay and Balkars and Crimean Tatars were deported during World War II; the latter were 
allowed to resettle in Crimea only after the collapse of the Soviet Union in the 1990s. Karaim 
is preserved in Lithuania and Ukraine. The languages of the Pechenegs and the Kuman are 
antecedents of modern West Kipchak. The southeastern, or Uighur-Chagatai, branch comprises 
two groups. The western group (SEw) consists of Uzbek (spoken in Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, 
Xinjiang, Karakalpakstan, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, and Afghanistan). An eastern group 
(SEe) comprises Uighur and Eastern Turki dialects (Xinjiang, China; Uzbekistan; Kazakhstan; 
Kyrgyzstan). Eastern Turki oasis dialects are spoken in the Chinese cities of Kashgar, Yarkand, 
Ho-T’ien (Khotan), A-k’o-su (Aksu),Turfan, and so on; Taranchi in the Ili valley. Yellow Uighur 
(spoken in Kansu, China) and Salar (mainly Tsinghai), the latter of Oghuz origin, are small and 
deviant languages. Old Uighur and Chagatai are antecedents of the modern SE branch.

The northeastern, or Siberian, branch comprises two groups. The North Siberian group 
(NEn) consists of Sakha and Dolgan (spoken in Sakha republic [Yakutia]), differing considerably 
from mainstream Turkic owing to long geographic isolation. The heterogeneous South Siberian 
group -comprises three types. One is represented by Khakas and Shor (both written) and dialects 
such as Sagay, Kacha, Koybal, Kyzyl, Küerik, and Chulym (spoken in the Abakan River area). 
The second type is represented by Tyvan (Tuvan; spoken in Tyva [Tuva] republic of Russia and 
in western Mongolia) and Tofa (northern Sayan region), both written languages. The third type 
includes dialects such as Altay (a written language), Kumanda, Lebed, Tuba, Teleut, Teleng, 
Tölös, and others (northern Altai, Baraba Steppe), some being rather similarto Kyrgyz.

The Turkic languages are clearly interrelated, showing close similarities in phonology, 
morphology, and syntax. According to this we can say that they have differences in their 
phonology. -Syllable structure. Most syllables have a (C)V(C) structure, i.e. they contain 
a vowel that may be preceded by an initial consonant and/or followed by a final consonant. 
Initial consonant clusters are avoided as well as vowel hiatus (two adjacent vowels in different 
syllables). Many Turkic languages (Turkish amongthem) have a completely symmetrical vowel 
system regarding height (4 high and 4 low vowels), frontness (4 front and 4 back), and roundness 
(4 unrounded and 4 rounded):

The symbols are those current in writing, when they differ from those of the International 
Phonetic Alphabet, the latter are indicated between brackets. Most Turkic languages have 
a contrast between voiceless and voiced stops and fricatives, though a few others. The most 
general type is intrasyllabic affecting the vowel and consonant(s) of a given syllable. The whole 
syllable is classified as front or back; in front syllables only front vowels and front consonants are 
allowed; in back syllables the opposite is true. Thereis also an intersyllabic type of harmony in 
which words tend to consist of syllables produced with either a back or a front tongue position. 
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In some languages, like Kazakh and Kirghiz, harmony may be extended to vowel roundness. I 
want to show you one exampleaccording the phonology. Theword “A bear” in a different Turkic 
language:

Azeri: ayı
Ancient Türk: ayıg
Gagauz: ayı
Kazak: аю (ayu)
Crimean Tatar: ayuv
Uzbek: ayiq
Tatar: ayu
Türkmen: aýy
Uygur: 
As a Kazakh, I can read Kyrgyznews from internet but Ican only understand like 20 percent 

when my Kyrgyzfriend speaks. The main difference is in pronunciation rather than grammar and 
writing as Iobserve.Summarize all of this I can say with a little practice, most Turkic languages 
could be intelligible.


