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THE PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF KAZAKH WORD
FLOW AND THEIR UNITS AND COMPONENTS

Abstract: The words are composed of sounds, while physically, sound is waves. The words
we speak out are composed of sounds of certain frequency. This means that when we listen to
words of a certain unknown language, it is impossible for us to pick out every spoken word.
This is because all those words are usually tied with one another to form a word flow. It will be
difficult for the listener to identify every word, every phrase and every sentence if he/she does
not understand their meanings. The delimitation tools, units and components of the Kazakh word
flow are discussed in the article. Such units of the Kazakh sounding speech as a phonetic word
or accent group, thythmic group, syntagma and statements are described, their differential signs
are revealed. Motivated and unmotivated deviations from the norm of partitioning of the Kazakh
sounding speech are also described.
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The word flow and its components

The words are composed of sounds, while physically, sound is waves. The words we speak
out are composed of sounds of certain frequency. This means that when we listen to words of a
certain unknown language, it is impossible for us to pick out every spoken word. This is because
all those words are usually tied with one another to form a word flow. It will be difficult for the
listener to identify every word, every phrase and every sentence if he/she does not understand
their meanings.

To identify and understand the words and sentences in a word flow, the speaker as well as the
listener should know the language well. We can prove this by the reflection of the listener hearing
words of an unknown language. He/she cannot identify the words and sentences in the word flow
in this language as he/she does not understand them. Even if he/she finds some intervals within
the word flow, it is difficult to tell if they are separate words or just bunches of several words. For
instance, /tienoiicanadip/ anmanbiknacabIMoby wivieapyyiciver/ atimansicadacmaovim] (Now-
I-began/ to- work- on publication / of-a-new-weekly). The intervals between the word groups are
shown here. If the listener does not understand Kazakh language, he/she will not find that every
group of words is formed of several words. While if he/she masters Kazakh language, he/she will
identify every components and every word in the word flow and associating with other words, he/
she tries to make sense of every word so as to grasp the overall meaning of the word flow.

So, mastering a language is the principle factor in understanding words, word groups and
sentences in a word flow. The second factor is that the listener should have corresponding
knowledge of identifying the components in a word flow. Otherwise he/she may confuse
different components and does not make sense of the word flow. For example, On 6ana mexmen
oxyuwicul evec (That boy is not a school boy), let’s take this sentence as an example. One can
group this word flow into different word groups. 1) On // bana /// mexmen okyumwicot evec (That
// aboy /// not a school boy). 2) On 6ana // mexmen okyumwicot emec (Thats a boy// not a school
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boy). In the first delimitation, the pronoun Ox functions as the subject of the sentence, while in
the second delimitation, it functions as an attribute (of 6aa/boy). The change of the function of
pronoun Oz directly depends on the delimitation of the words in the word flow. That is to say,
the subject in the word flow is usually grouped into one word group while the attribute usually
grouped into one group with the modified word or words.

In defining the principles of word flow delimitation, scholars found that it was not always
based on the units (words, word sets) of the language; the respiratory pattern and vocalization are
also influential [1]. The delimitation of the words can also depend on the tone [2]. This is specially
so in verses [3]. In words of prose, we can also find tone. Tone is a regular appearance of a unit
composed of a set of syllables. However, not all words can be grouped together to form a tone
set. It also needs a link of meanings between the two words witch are to compose a tone set.
For example, Conent ke30epi // moiy cepninicnen // scymbvic icmeti bacmaear // «Kazaxcmany //
YAmbIK TNENEAPHACHIHBIY YHCHIMbIHA // KOpepMeH KayblMHbIY // 0o pusa exeti // beneini (It is
obvious that the audience are content with the Kazakhstan National Channel s staff who began
their work with a new leap recently). This sentence has 8 tone sets:

1) Conewt xe30epi (recently)

2) mwiy cepninicner (a new leap)

3) arcymvic icmeri bacmazan (which began its new work)

4) «Kazaxcmany (Kazakhstan)

5) ymmmuix meneapracwinwiy yorcoimoina (National Channel s staff)

6) kepepmen KayvimHbIY (the audience)

7) Oan pusa exeni (are content)

8) beneini (It is clear)

If we regroup them, it will be difficult to understand the sentence. Conzbt // ke3-Oepi muiy
// cepninicnen ocymvic // icmeii bacmasan// «Kasakcmany Yummoix//  meneapHa-colibly //
WICLLMbIHA  KopepveH // KayblmHbil 0ak // pusa exeni beneini. (It is obvious that the audience
are content with the Kazakhstan National Channel s staff who began their work with a new leap
recently). So the quantity of syllables in the tone set should be limited so that it will be convenient
to say it. Moreover, the words within the tone set usually have certain connect (May it be attribute-
object, subject-object, or modifier-the modified).

The unites of the word flow and the stress

It is obvious that the delimitation of the words in the word flow subjects to meanings of the
words as well as the respiratory patterns. And now here arises the question what units a word
flow is composed of. The units of the word flow do not always correspond with the units of
language (for instance, sounds, words, word sets, sentences). So in this article we do not discuss
the single sounds or words, but we are to talk about the interrelation between them. We always say
several words in one pronouncing process but not every single word for each time. And it also not
necessary to clearly utter every word set; we are trained to blurt them out often altogether. As for
sentences, it is also incorrect to perceive a sentence as a group of words. In spoken language, we
sometimes utter a sentence with the help of only one word, or even one single sound. For instance,

- Ecmuiciy? (Can you hear me?)

-A? (What?)

- Ecmuwiiciy oevivin. (Can you hear me, 1 said).

In this dialogue, the second question was given with one single sound, interjection, 4. And it
does not sound like a single sound, but with the tune of a full interrogative sentence of Cen masar
He oedin? (What did you say to me?) So, in general, we find that the spoken language as well as
the written language has separate units of their own. Nonetheless, this does not mean that there
is no interrelation between these separate unites. The units of word flow in the spoken language
are usually derived from the materials of written language. In general, the word flow units which
make super units and are made of sub-units can be listed as followings:
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1) axyermmi mon nemece ghonemurxanvix co3 (the stress group or phonetic word)

2) vipeaxmul mon (tone group)

3) cunmazma (syntagma)

4) conem (sentence)

The main factor for delimitating the units of word flow this way is the stress phenomenon
in spoken language. In other words, the sign which separates the stress group, the tone group,
syntagma and sentence is the stress. [4] While the sound tools that connect these units and show
the interrelation between them are the tone, pace, pause and the intensiveness of sounds.

What is a stress? A stress is the specialization of a syllable out of other syllables with the help
of sound tools. For example, Kew oicapuix, Kypmemmi ancyriep moinoap-viarn! (Good evening,
honorable guests of the concert). In this sentence, xew srcapuix (Good evening), and kypvemmi
ancytiep moinoapman (honorable guests of the concert) are separated by a pause, and the last
syllables of each group is sustained longer and pronounced intensively. The stressed syllable
also has a high tune. The stressed syllable always unites the surrounding syllables to form a stress
group. In spoken language the stress group syllables are usually identified easily by the listeners to
help them comprehend the whole word flow. If the word flow units are delimitated in a different
way, without any stress, the intention and the overall meaning of the word flow will be difficult
to comprehend. If we say this word flow without separating the stress groups and just giving the
last stress of the word flow like this, xkews wapwix kypvemm ancyop meinoapwan (Good evening
honorable guests of the concert), or just say every word separately like this, kewv/sicapoi//
Kypmommi//ancyriep//moimoapmar (Good// evening// honorable// guests// of/ the// concerrt), the
greetings will be emotionless as there is not separation between the greeting words (ke orcapoix)
and appellation (kypvemmi ancyriep moinoapvar).

So it is obvious that the specializing factor of each unit in a word flow is the stress. Now
here arises the question how we can differentiate the units from one another, and what is the
interrelation between them. The units of a word flow such as syntagma and sentence are separated
from one another by a pause, meanwhile, each of them (one might be counting, another may be
declarative; one might be static and another may be non-static) are uttered with an intonation.
While the stress group, tone group of a word flow are the ones which form the super units like
syntagma and sentence. Without these subunits, the syntagma and sentence will not be formed.
So in the stress group and tone group we cannot find any comprehensive tune, or intonation. They
are unified by stress to form one unit. That is to say, one syllable in stress group or tone group is
pronounced so intensively that other syllables come to subordinate to this one to form a single
unit. For example: Kovnanus [ pezudenmi Ackap Abaes annvicma. Mamarowvieol ¢husux Ackap
Abaeg Jlenunepadmuly HAKmMbL MEXAHUKA JHCIHE ONTUKA UHCIIUNTYIbIH MaMAMOAN, KeuiH
ocbl dicepoe eblibM Kanououmsl 6onowl. (The president of the company Ashar Abaev is sixty.
Majoring physics Askar Abaev graduated from the Institute of Proper Mechanics and Optics and
gained the degree of candidate here). If we code this piece of news as a broadcaster’s statement,
it will be like this:

!Kamnania:—*npesudenmi:: /> Acka:p—Aba:::es// amnvicma:::.///

'Mamanovizor:—¢hu:sux /> Ackap—Abac:::es // *Jlenunzpammor::y / SHa:Kmbr~ Mexa::HuKa
/ Sonca:ne™ o::mmuxa | Cuncmumymern—"" mavmamoaz:n // keiiizn /B ocy:— oucepoe:: / B
EbUIbl M Kanouoamer:—" Gonoy::://

The symbol [:] here is to indicate the intensively pronounced syllable (in Kazakh language it
is usually the last and penultimate syllables of a word) among a group of syllables which form
a stressed group or a tone group. Usually a stress group is formed by only one word or several
words of which the number of syllables do not exceed three (for example, 603 »opra (an ashen
ambler) — [0oxoxopra:)/[bozh-zhor-gha], kan xerbuT (blood red) — [karFeibL]/[kang-ky-zyl]
and so on.). So we call this concept as phonetic word, and presented it as a stress group. There are
5 stress groups in the first sentence of the example above and 17 in the second sentence.
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While the head word in a tone group is indicated by — sign, and separated from each other
by / (slash). The intensiveness of the tone group is stronger than stress group, so we indicated the
stress of a tone group with the sign [::], and meanwhile, the tone group may often be composed of
several stress groups, so the quantity of syllables in them usually exceeds three.

The difference between a stress group and a tone group lies in the stressed syllable or we
differentiate them by the break of the tone. A break of tone happens when the sound gets a high
pitch and then starts from a sudden low position, or the sound lowers and suddenly increases.
However, the sound never breaks off during this process, i.e. there is not any pause.

While the syntagma and sentence in a word flow is differentiated by a pause. For instance,
the sign between syntagmas are indicated by // (double slash). So a syntagma can be defined as a
group unified by a syntagmatic stress (sign for it is [:::]) separated from other syntagmas by a pause
[3]. Here we would like to emphasize that a pause is not always the sign between two syntagmas.
This is because that the speaker might forget his/her words and pause for a while to think over [5].
So we realize that there is also the concept factor that helps us separate syntagmas. It is believed
that there should be a concept unit in a group which forms a syntagma. The words in a syntagma
should be able to reflect a reality in the real world. For example, the first sentence which is formed
of two tone groups Kovnanust npesudenmi Ackap Abaee (The president of the company Askar
Abayev) and a stress group amvicma (is sixty), every syntagma in it is reflecting an event in the
reality. Although there is not a terminated thought in this sentence, the phenomenon, the figure, the
materiality, the mood and the action is fully reflected.

So, we proved that a syntagma has a concept reflecting the reality of life and is a new unit
by quality compared to the previous ones. A syntagmatic group is formed of stress groups and
tone groups which are unified around a syllable intensified by a syntagmatic stress. Moreover,
an intonation can exist in a syntagma. A stress group and a tone group usually do not have an
intonation, while a syntagma is pronounced with a distinguished intonation, i.e. they are usually
spoken with static, non-static, declarative, interrogative, imperative and exclamatory intonations.

Now let’s discuss the biggest unit of the word flow, the sentence. A sentence is formed of all
above mentioned units of word flow. The main sign of a sentence is the sentence stress (indicated
by [::::]). In scholarly works, it is also called the phrasal stress. In Kazakh language, the phrasal
stress falls on the last part of a sentence and the last stress of a word usually divides two sentences
from one another. The phrasal stress like many other stresses in Kazakh language always falls on
the last syllable of a word. But it has a higher intensity compared to other stresses. This intensity
of the syllable where fallen the phrasal stress indicates that a thought has just been terminated.
We separate sentences with the sign ///, this is because that the pause between sentences is larger
than the pause between syntagmas. A sentence gives a whole terminated thought, so it has an
intonation. Its intonation shows the communication intention, i.e. it decides if the sentence is a
declarative, interrogative, imperative or exclamatory sentence. Simultaneously, the intonation
shown in the sentence also presents the speaker’s emotion and his relation to the listener (respect,
indifference, irony, satisfaction, honor, suspect, emotionlessness, persuasion etc.).

Some deviations in delimitation the units of word flow

All what we have discussed above is the linguistic criteria of classifying the units of the word
flow. These criteria sometimes may work well in linguistic practices and sometimes they might
deviate. In other words, in spoken language, the speaker divides sentences with the largest pauses
and put the most intensive stress. While these sentences are formed by syntagmas, tone groups
and stress groups, and the syntagmas are divided by larger pauses, and are put more intensive
stresses. Tone groups and stress groups form the syntagmas, and they are divided by minor pauses
and put medium stresses.

However, in everyday speaking (formal and informal), the speaker does not always follow
the above rule. According to speaker’s the intention, emotion, relation to the listener and his own
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personal quality, and the situation, the above rule may be changed in some way. For example,
the sentence sometimes may consist of just one word, and the word even might be of just one
syllable. And this one word sentence will be spoken with the intonation and will be intensified
by the phrasal stress. Some non-static components of speech (unterminated sentences, set of
words, separate words) sometimes are not pronounced like stress groups or tone groups but like
a sentence giving a terminated thought to show a communicative intention. For example, let’s
take a fragment of a dialogue on TV screen: Cryoenmmix kesiniz mypanel atimmoinwis. Ms. (You
have talked about your student life. Yes.). In this word flow, the interviewer’s second sentence is
Just composed of one word, /7 (Yes). This sentence does not onty mean the confirmation but also
requires a continuation of the talk of the interviewed person, and ended with a non-static intonation.
Here, the regular rule of the classification of the units in a word flow deviates reasonably, i.e. there
is no any unclear and incomprehensive meanings in this sentence.

And there are some unreasonable deviations. This happens when the speaker cannot utter
his speech correctly or when the speaker has some innate or acquired disabilities. In professional
sphere, the first case is considered wrong by speech expetts. For example, in certain occasions,
people terminate their speech without an ending but with a static intonation, this tums out to
be an incomprehensive word flow. It will be difficult to understand for the listeners and the
communication will not be successful. For example, Kazan ativirwiy Gipinen bacman «Meriy
Kapmmapoimy ammvl  pechyOnuUKAIbK, HCACMap NeyMemmiK aKyusiCbl 6min  JHCamvip.
Amanvbiu akyust Oipreute KeeHoepoeH mypaovl. Aman aiumkanoa, 3eiiHemKepiepoin
MYPeoiH YIEPiH HCOHOE), OMBIHBIH JHCapy, 0ay-0aKuia HCEMbICHAPLIHA HCIPOEMOEC),
MEOUUUHATIBIK, KOMEK KOPCEmy CUAKMbL HaKmbl ic-uiapanapost yycyseze acwlpy. (A public
campaign called My Junior Citizens has been carried out since October: More precisely, helping
elder people mend their houses, preparing firewood, assisting their gardening, giving medical
aids, etc. are being carried out. ) In this word flow, if we decrease the intonation before cusrmeot
(etc.) to form a static intonation, the last part of the sentence will be incomprehensive: Aman
aiumKanoa, 3elinemKepepoiy, MYpPevIH YIEPiH JHCOHOeY, OMBIHbIH Jcapy, Oay-Oaxuia
HCYMBICHAPBIHA JHCIPOCMOECY, MEOUUUHWTBLIK KOMEK KOpCemy:::: /// CUAKIbL HAKIMbL ic-
wiapanapowl scyseze acvipy. (More precisely, helping elder people mend their houses, preparing
firewood, assisting their gardening, giving medical aids, :::/// etc. are being carried out,). This is
because the word flow is terminated before the whole sentence ends; the cut off part will affect
the meaning of the whole sentence. It also happens when we do not terminate a word flow with a
static intonation but utter it as if the sentence is still to be continued, 1.e. with a non-static intonation.
This can also cause disturbance to the listeners. If this types of deviation in delimitation the units of
word flow happens to the announcer, it means that the announcer is unprofessional, unqualified.

In general, correct delimitating the units of word flow is a good tool in communicating our
ideas. Meanwhile, the delimitating process bases on linguistic principles as well as on speaking
habits.
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