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PRAGMATIC FUNCTIONS OF EVALUATIVE STYLISTIC DEVICES
IN MEDIA DISCOURSE

Abstract. In media communication stylistic devices function not only as expressive or descriptive elements of
discourse but also as mechanisms of implicit evaluation and ideological framing. Therefore, this study aims to identify the
pragmatic functions of stylistic devices in the verbalization of evaluative meaning in Kazakh- and English-language media
discourse. It demonstrates how different stylistic devices shape interpretive frameworks and influence the recipient’s
perception. The research is based on functional-pragmatic and cognitive-discursive approaches. Its scientific and practical
significance lies in expanding the theoretical understanding of evaluative language and identifying the role of stylistic
mechanisms in constructing social reality through mass media. The empirical data consist of a comparative corpus of 340
evaluative fragments taken from 100 articles published between 2020 and 2026 on Kazakh and English-language online
news platforms. The methodology combines comparative qualitative discourse analysis, contextual-interpretive analysis and
discursive frame analysis. The results show that metaphor structures the interpretation of socio-political processes through
conceptual transfer and framing, irony creates implicit critical evaluation through the discrepancy between expected meaning
and contextual reality and metonymy shifts agency from individual actors to institutional or abstract entities. Epithets
establish presuppositional evaluation, whereas hyperbole and simile intensify the perceived significance and emotional
salience of represented events. Comparative analysis shows that English-language texts contain relatively more cases of
irony, while Kazakh-language texts contain relatively more epithets and hyperboles. Qualitative analysis also reveals
recurrent vertical metaphors in the Kazakh-language data. These patterns are interpreted as tendencies within the selected
corpus. The study contributes to the development of media linguistics and critical discourse analysis by offering an analytical
model that relates the formal realization of stylistic devices to the mechanisms of evaluative construction and their pragmatic
functions. The findings can be applied to research on media communication, discourse analysis and ideological framing in
contemporary media texts.
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Anpatna. MenuakoMMyHHUKaNusAa CTHIIMCTUKAIBIK KYpajlap MOTIHHIH TEK SKCHPECCHBTI HEMECE CHMaTTayIIbI
KYpaJIbl peTiH/e FaHa eMec, COHBIMEH Karap oJjap MATiHHIH OaFajaybIITHIK KOHE HACOJIOTHSUIIBIK MarbIHACHIH JKETKi3yIi
MEXaHU3MIEp peTiHAe ae KojimaHbutansl. OcblFaH opail OyJl 3epTTey KYMBICHI Ka3ak »oHE aFbUIIIBIH TiJIepiHaeri
MenuaaucKypera Oaranay MarblHACHIH BepOainaynibl CTHIIMCTHUKAIBIK KYpajllapAblH NparMaTHKaIbIK (QyHKIUSIIAPbIH
aHBIKTayFa OarbITTaabl. 3€PTTEY KYMBICHI TYPJi CTHIMCTHKAJIBIK KYpajaaap apKbUIbl MBIHAWBLIBIKTE HHTEPIIPETAlUsIIAY
MEXaHU3MJIEPIH KOHE OHBI ayJIUTOPHSHBIH KaObUIIayblHAa Kanail ocep eTeTiHiH aWKbIHIayIbl Makcar eTedi. byn >kymeic
(hyHKIIMOHAJIIBI-TIPAarMaTHKAIBIK JKOHE KOTHUTHBTI-IMCKYPCHUBTIK TocUIIepre HerizaenreH. 3epTTeydiH FBUIBIMH JKOHE
NPaKTHKAJIBIK MaHbI3bl Oaranay TUTIH TEOPHUsUIBIK TYpFeIOaH TyciHin, BAK apkbUIbl oJeyMeTTiK  IIBIHIBIKTHI
KaJIBINTACThIPY/ia CTHIIMCTUKANBIK KYpajllapAblH POJiH aHBIKTAY OOJBIN TaObUIa/Abl. 3epTTey KYMBICHIHBIH IMITHPUKAIIBIK
JepekkopbiH 2020 — 2026 xputgap apajiblFbIHA Ka3aK KoHE aFbUIIIBIH TUIIEPIH/IET] OHJIAIH XKaHAIBIK IIaTdopManapbiHia
skapusutanrad 100 makanagan ipikrenreH 340 Oaraynay MarblHAChl 0ap MbICANIapAaH TYPAThIH KOPIYC Kypaiabl. 3eprrey
d/licHaMachl CalbICTBIPMaNbl CanaliblK JUCKYPC aHaIM3i, KOHTEKCTYasIbl-MHTEPIPETAMSUIBIK aHaIu3 JKOHE TUCKYPCTBIK
(dpelimaep aHaNM3iH KaMTUABL. 3€pTTey HOTHXKenepl MeradopaHbIH AIEyMETTIK-CAasCH YAEPICTepPIiH KOHIENTYaIbIK
MOJIENbICPIH KYPBUIBIMAANTHIHBIH, & HPOHUSA KYTUICTIH MarblHA MEH IIBIHIBIK apachIHIArbl COMKECCI3MIK HeriziHme
WUMILTHIIMTTI CHIHU Oarajiayfibl KaJbITACThIPAThIHBIH )KOHE METOHUMHUSI iC-OpEKET CYOBEKTICIH JKeKellereH cyObeKTiiepaeH
WHCTUTYIIMOHAJIBIK ~ HeMece  aOCTpaKkTuli  KypbUIBIMIApFa  aybICTBIPDATHIHBIH — KepceTedi.  OJNUTeTTep  KeOiHe
MPECYNMO3UIMSIIBIK Oarallay KbI3METIH aTkKapca, ajl rumep0oia MeH TEHEy CHIATTajfaH OKWUFalapAblH KaObLilaHy
MAaHBI3/IBUIBIFBl MEH OMOLMSUIBIK SCEPiH KYIICHTEdl. 3epTTey KOPIYCHIH CaJbICTHIPMAaJbl Tajjay OapbIChIHIA aFbUILIBIH
Menua MITiHIepAe HpoHHUsIMEH OepiireH Oaranayblmn (pparMeHTTepiHiH KeOipeK Ke3JeceTiHi, all Ka3aK Meana MITiHepiHie
SMHUTETTEp MEH THIIepOOIANIapAbIH  CaJbICTRIPMAIBl TYpAE KoOIpeK KOJIAHBUIATHIHBI aHbIKTanabl. Camanblk Tanjay
OapBICBIHIA Ka3aK TUTIHICTI MOTiHEp e OMITIKTI BEPTHKAIIBI KCHICTIK apKbUIbI OcHHEeNeHTIiH MeTadopanap a Ke3aecti. by
3aHJIBIIBIKTAp 3€pTTEy OapbICHIH/A JKUHAIFAH KOPITYC asiChIHJA aHBIKTAIFaH TEHICHIMSUIAp PETiHIE KapacThblpbUIaJbI.
3epTTey JKYMBICHI OarajaynblH JKy3ere acy MeXaHH3MJepi MEH OJlap/blH NMparMaTUKaIbIK KbI3METIH OaillaHbICTBIPATHIH
AQHATNTHKAIBIK MOJENb YCBhIHA OTBIPHIN, MEIUAIMHIBUCTHKA MEH CBHIHM JUCKYPC TalIaybIHBIH JlaMybIHa YJIeC KOCabl.
3eprTey OapbIChbIHIA aibIHFAH HOTIDKENED MEIUaKOMMYHHUKAIMA, MUCKYPCTHIK Talliay >KOHE COHJal-ak Kasipri
MeIMaMaTiHIEpIeTi HACOIOTHSIIBIK (PPEHMHUHTTI 3epTTeyiepie KOIIaHblUIybl MYMKIH.

Tipek ce3nep: Menuaauckypc; Oaranaybllll MaFblHa; UMIUTHIUTTI Oaranay; CTHIMCTHKAIBIK Kypall; IparMaTHKaJIbIK
KBI3METTED.
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MMPATMATHYECKHME ®YHKIIMY OEHOYHBIX CTUJIMCTUYECKHUX CPEJCTB
B MEJMAJNCKYPCE

AHHOTanusi. B coBpeMeHHONH MeIMaKOMMYHUKAIIMK CTHJIMCTUYECKHE CpEIICTBA PEATH3YIOTCS HE TOJNBKO Kak
3JIEMEHTHI TIepeladydl AMOIMOHATIHHO-BBIPA3UTEIBHBIX XapPAKTEPUCTUK TEKCTa, HO W BBICTYNAIOT MEXaHU3MaMH CKPBITOH
OLIEHKH U (OPMHUPOBAHUS WACOJIOTMYECKONH paMKH BBICKA3bIBaHWA. B CBS3M C 3TUM LENbIO JaHHOW HCCIEI0BATENHCKON
paboTHI ABJISIETCS ONpEACIEHHE MTParMaTnYecKuX (GyHKINH CTHIMCTUYECKUX SI3BIKOBBIX CPEJCTB B Mpolecce BepOann3aiun
OLICHOYHOTO 3HAYEeHUs B Ka3axOsS3bIYHOM M aHIJION3BIYHOM MequaaucKypce. B ocHOBY naHHOH paboThI MOJOKEHBI
(DYyHKIIMOHATIBHO-TIParMaTHYeCKNii ¥ KOTHUTHBHO-AWCKYPCHUBHBIM MOJXOIBI HCCIENOBaHMs s3blKa. VccienoBaHue
HalpaBjIeHO Ha BBUIBICHHWE TOTO, KakMM OOpa3oM pasjM4Hble CTHJIMCTUYECKHE CpEICTBA SI3bIKa (OPMHPYIOT
MHTEPIPETAMOHHBIE PAMKH PEATBHOCTH W BIUSIOT Ha BOCHPUATHE PELUINEHTa. 3HAYMMOCTh MCCIIEIOBAHUS C HAYYHOU U
NPaKTUYECKOH CTOPOHBI 3aKIFOYAETCSl B PACIIMPEHHUH TEOPETUYECKOTO OCMBICICHHS TOHATHI OLEHOYHOCTH M OLICHOYHOM
JIEKCUKH, a TaKXKe B JIEMOHCTPAMH POJH CTHIMCTHYECKHX OIICHOYHBIX MEXaHH3MOB B KOHCTPYMPOBAaHUH PEabHOCTH
MIOCPEJICTBOM MaccMmenna. MatepuanoMm HccieoBaHus Mochyxmimi 340 IpuMepoB ¢ OLEHOYHBIMH 3HAYECHUSIMH, KOTOPbIE
O0butH 0TOOpans! M3 100 Ka3aXOS3BIYHBIX M aHTIIOA3BIYHBIX CTATeH OHJIAHH-HOBOCTHBIX Iuiardopm 3a mepuon ¢ 2020 mo 2026
roabl. MeToJ0IOTHYECKYI0 OCHOBY COCTABIISIIOT KAUeCTBEHHBIH AMCKYpC-aHAIN3, KOHTEKCTYaJbHO-WHTEPIPETAIIMOHHBINA
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aHAIM3 M aHAIN3 JAUCKYPCHBHBIX (peliMoB. Pe3ymbraTel mMcciienoBaHHs IOKa3bIBAalOT, YTO MeTadopa B MeEIUaTeKCTe
CTPYKTYPUPYET HHTEPIPETALNIO COIHATBHO-TIOJMUTHIECKHX IPOIECCOB ITOCPEIACTBOM KOHILENTYAIbHOTO IIepeHoca M
(peiimMuHTa, HPOHUS (HOPMHUPYET CKPHITYIO KPUTHUECKYIO OLIEHKY BCIICIICTBHE PACXOXKICHHUS MEXKY 0’KUIAEMBIM 3HaYCHHEM
Y KOHTEKCTyalIbHOW PEallbHOCThIO, @ METOHUMHMS NIEPEHOCUT areHTHOCTh C MHIMBUAYAIbHBIX CYOBEKTOB Ha aOCTpaKTHBIE
WIN WHCTUTYIHOHAJbHBIE 00pa3oBaHUs. DNMUTETH (DOPMHUPYIOT MPECYIO3UIMOHHYIO OIEHKY, a TurepOoja U cpaBHEHHE
YCHIIMBAIOT BOCIIPUHUMAEMYIO 3HAYMMOCTh M SMOIMOHAJIBHYIO BBIPA3HTENLHOCTD COOBITHI. COMOCTaBUTENBHBIN aHATU3
KOPITYCOB IIOKa3bIBa€T, YTO B AaHIJIOSA3BIYHBIX TEKCTaX OTHOCHUTEIbHO Yalle BCTpeYaeTcss HPOHHSA, Torna Kak B
Ka3aXOSA3bIYHOM KOPIIyCE Yalle BCEro BCTPEYAIOTCS SMOIMOHAIBHO YCHICHHBIE SMUTETHl U runepOosisl. KadecTBeHHBIN
aHaJIU3 T0Ka3al TaKk)Ke HUCIOJIb30BAaHUE BEPTUKAIBHBIX MeTadop B Ka3axOosA3blMHOM Marepuane. /laHHble 3aKOHOMEPHOCTH
paccMaTpUBAIOTCA KaK TEHJECHIIMY, BBISBICHHBIE B paMKax 0TOOpaHHOro kopiyca. VccienoBaHue BHOCUT BKJIaf B pa3BUTHE
MEIUATMHIBUCTUKA W KPUTHYECKOTO JMCKypC-aHallM3a, TMpeiyiaras aHaJIMTHYECKYI0 MOJEIb, KOTOpas CBSI3bIBAET
(opManbHyl0 peaau3allii0 CTHIMCTUYECKHX CPEICTB C MEXaHU3MaMH KOHCTPYMPOBAHHMSA OLIEHOYHOIO 3HA4EeHHsS U UX
nparmMatudeckuMu  QyHKuusiMu. [lonmydeHHbIE pe3ynbTaThl JaHHOTO HCCIEAOBAHUS MOTYT OBITh HCIOJIB30BaHbl B
HCCIIeIOBaHUSX MEIMaKOMMYHHKAIIMH, AUCKYpPC-aHATIM3a U HICOJI0OTHUeCcKOro (peiiMuHra B COBPEMEHHBIX MEAUATEKCTAX.

KiloueBble ¢JI0Ba: MEIMAIUCKYpC; OLCHOYHOE 3HAYEHHE;, UMIUIMIUTHAS OLIEHKA; CTHIMCTHYECKOE CPEICTBO;
HparMaTH4eckue (yHKIHH.

Jns umrupoBanus: blosipaiibiv A.O., EcenbaeBa A.E., Cyro0epauesa A.A. [Iparmaruueckue GyHKIMHA OLEHOYHBIX
CTHITUCTHYECKHUX CPENCTB B Meanamuckypce. Tiltanym, 2026. Ne3 (103). C. 143-157. (na aHr1. 513.)
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Introduction

Contemporary media discourse plays a central role in shaping public opinion. Media language not
only informs the audience but also influences how events in society are interpreted, as mass media
actively participate in forming social reality through evaluative meaning and discursive strategies. In the
context of an increasingly diverse and competitive media environment, great attention is being paid to
implicit mechanisms of evaluation that influence audience perception without explicit authorial
judgement.

In linguistics, the category of evaluation is examined within the frameworks of pragmalinguistics,
cognitive stylistics and critical discourse analysis. Research on linguistic issues increasingly moves
beyond the study of isolated language units and focuses on how they function within discourse and
broader processes of social communication (Van Dijk, 2006; Fairclough, 2010; Wodak, 2006).
According to a cognitive-discursive approach, metaphorical constructions and evaluative nomination act
as discursive regulators, shaping interpretive frames and thereby guiding the audience’s interpretation of
reality (Lakoff et al., 1990; Charteris-Black, 2004). Despite considerable research on evaluation and
evaluative meaning in media discourse, stylistic devices are often studied as elements of expressiveness
of the text, whereas the pragmatic functions of stylistic devices in the expression of evaluation within
comparative media discourse remain less systematically explored (Bednarek, 2006). Comparative
studies of the pragmatic functions of stylistic devices in Kazakh- and English-language media discourse
remain limited, which underscores the relevance of further research in this area.

The relevance of our study is determined by the need for a comprehensive study of stylistic
mechanisms as means of shaping the semantic framework of media messages and as tools of implicit
axiological influence. A comparison of the selected Kazakh- and English-language media texts makes it
possible to identify common and context-specific patterns of evaluation, thereby broadening the
understanding of the role of language in the construction of social reality.

The main aim of our study is to identify and compare the pragmatic functions of stylistic devices
as mechanisms for conveying evaluation and discursive framing in selected Kazakh- and English-
language media texts. In order to achieve this aim, the following research objectives were defined:

- to compile a comparative corpus of Kazakh- and English-language media texts and select
fragments that verbalize evaluation;

- to identify and classify stylistic devices involved in the verbalization of evaluation;

- to analyze semantic, pragmatic and discursive functions of stylistic devices in media
communication;

- to compare how evaluation is realized in selected Kazakh- and English-language media texts;

- to examine context-specific patterns in the functioning of stylistic devices as mechanisms of
evaluative framing.

The scientific novelty of this research lies in the development and application of an analytical
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model that links the formal realization of evaluative stylistic devices to the mechanisms through which
evaluative meaning is constructed and to the pragmatic functions these devices perform in context. The
model distinguishes several interrelated mechanisms, including conceptual framing, inferential
discrepancy, redistribution of agency, presuppositional categorization, intensity amplification and
sensory concretization.

Materials and methods

The empirical basis of our study consists of a comparative corpus of Kazakh- and English-
language media texts, including 340 fragments of evaluative expressions identified in 100 articles (50 in
Kazakh and 50 in English) published between 2020 and 2026. The corpus was compiled using
purposive sampling to ensure thematic comparability across both linguistic contexts. The selection
procedure took into account the chronological period, type of media source, genre and communicative
orientation of publications. Articles were selected according to three criteria: 1) publication on widely
recognized online news platforms with national or international audiences; 2) relevance to socio-
political and economic issues characterized by a high density of evaluative expressions; 3) publication
within the selected chronological period. The preference was given to texts serving primarily
informative or analytical-interpretive communicative goals. The material was organized into socio-
political and economic categories to ensure coverage of the main areas of public communication.

The Kazakh-language corpus was created from online publications of ZhasAlash, Tengrinews.kz,
Ulysmedia.kz, Egemen Qazaqgstan while English-language data was gathered from The Guardian, The
Washington Post, TIME. The selection was guided by thematically relevant keywords (crisis/oazoapwic,
reform/pegopma, conflict/kakmuizoic, war/cozvic, development/oamy, social issues/Koeamovix
npobremanap, etc.), which supported the thematic comparability of two corpora. The genre composition
of the corpus was also considered in the comparative design. The English-language corpus included
20 news articles (40%) and 30 opinion and analytical publications (60%), whereas the Kazakh-language
corpus included 16 news articles (32%) and 34 (68%) analytical publications. Although the genre
composition was not identical, the proportions were relatively close across two corpora. This
distribution was taken into account when interpreting differences in the use and pragmatic realization of
evaluative stylistic devices.

The methodological framework of the research is based on qualitative comparative discourse
analysis grounded in functional-pragmatic and cognitive-discursive approaches. Within this framework,
stylistic devices are viewed as discursive tools for shaping the interpretation of events and exerting
pragmatic influence on the recipient. Accordingly, the comparative analysis was focused not only on the
formal occurrence of stylistic devices but also on their contextual and pragmatic realization within the
selected media texts.

To ensure methodological transparency, a coding scheme was developed for the identification and
classification of stylistic devices. The corpus was coded manually by the second author according to the
following three parameters: a) the type of stylistic device; b) its evaluative function; c) its pragmatic
role in shaping discursive meaning. The identification and classification of stylistic devices were based
on their communicative and pragmatic functions as well as their linguistic realization. Potentially
ambiguous cases were re-examined in their broader discursive context and checked against the
established coding criteria to maintain coding consistency.

The analysis was conducted in three stages: 1) identifying examples of stylistic devices conveying
evaluative meaning; 2) providing a contextual and interpretive description of these stylistic devices,
taking into account the communicative situation and genre-specific features of media discourse; 3)
identifying the pragmatic function of stylistic devices, including evaluative categorization, ideological
framing, redistribution of agency and emotional intensification.

The study employed contextual-interpretive, comparative-contrastive and discursive frame
analysis methods. Although the research is predominantly qualitative, it is complemented by descriptive
quantitative analysis to identify recurrent patterns in the distribution of stylistic devices across both
corpora. The quantitative analysis was used to identify distributional patterns within the selected corpus
rather than to establish statistically significant differences between two corpora. The 340 fragments
were treated as analytical units identified within the 100 selected articles, not as a statistically
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representative sample of Kazakh- and English-language media discourse as a whole. Illustrative
examples were selected according to the principle of analytical relevance. Quotations are presented with
the original spelling and punctuation preserved, where necessary, translations were provided by the
authors. The differences between two corpora were interpreted with consideration of thematic, genre
and editorial characteristics of the selected media sources, while linguistic and cultural factors were
considered as possible explanatory dimensions.

Literature review

The expansion of the research scope in contemporary linguistics and the establishment of the
anthropocentric paradigm have contributed to the development of axiological linguistics, which focuses
on the study of values and the ways they are expressed through language. Its central concept is the
category of evaluation, reflecting the speaker’s value-based attitude towards objects, events and
different phenomena of reality. Evaluation goes beyond the neutral description of facts and involves
their interpretation through socially and culturally shaped norms and values. Unlike purely descriptive
meaning, evaluative meaning reflects a degree of subjectivity and expresses the speaker’s axiological
perspective (Volf, 2002). As N.D. Arutyunova (1999) argues, evaluation emerges at the intersection of
semantics and pragmatics and reflects the speaker’s position, communicative intentions and orientation
towards the recipient. Its semantic foundation is connected with its binary and gradable nature,
expressed through opposing categories such as “good/bad” or “acceptable/unacceptable”. E.M. Volf
(2002) notes that such oppositional categories appear in language through stable lexico-grammatical and
syntactic patterns. At the same time, evaluation is closely connected with the system of cultural and
ideological values characteristic of a particular linguistic community (Karasik, 2002). From a cognitive
perspective, evaluation forms part of a value-based worldview in which objects and events are
interpreted in relation to normative or ideal models.

The cultural dimension of evaluation is particularly relevant to the Kazakh-language material
examined in this study. In the intellectual heritage of Abai Qunanbayev, the concept of «moawix aoam»
(“the holistic person”) denotes an axiological ideal based on the harmony of reason, will and heart. The
recent studies relate this concept to cultural norms and ethical guidelines relevant to the interpretation of
social reality and the evaluative understanding of the world (Sartayeva, 2021; Syzdykova et al., 2021).
«Tonvix aoamy represents a person striving for spiritual perfection, knowledge and social responsibility
and can be viewed as one element of the axiological worldview represented in Kazakh intellectual
tradition. In turn, in the works of Akhmet Baitursynuly, language is conceptualized as a national value
and an instrument for preserving the cultural identity of the people (Baitursynuly, 1992). These
perspectives provide a cultural and axiological background for interpreting evaluative meanings in
Kazakh-language discourse.

The pragmatic aspect of evaluation is closely connected to its orientation toward the recipient and
the communicative context in which it is used. As emphasized by V.N. Teliya (1986) and
N.D. Arutyunova (1999), evaluative expressions convey the speaker’s attitude toward events and
perform pragmatic and regulatory functions by shaping their interpretation. Within the pragmatic
approach, evaluation is viewed not only as a means of expressing a speaker’s position but also as an
instrument of persuasion, legitimization and other forms of discursive influence. Similar ideas are
developed in the works of V.I. Karasik (2002), Z.K. Temirgazina (2020), A. Ashirova (2017),
D. Alkebayeva (2020), where the category of evaluation is analyzed in the context of speech interaction
and pragmatically conditioned meaning.

Studies of Kazakhstani newspaper discourse also demonstrate that the linguistic means of media
texts perform not only an informative but also an evaluative and pragmatic function. Seidamat (2022)
shows that the expressive and evaluative marked headlines attract attention while establishing a specific
axiological perspective for interpreting information (Seidamat, 2022). This finding indicates that
stylistic devices may contribute to implicit evaluation even before the recipient engages with the main
content of a publication.

Evaluative meaning is particularly important in media discourse, because the media not only
report events of social reality but also participate in their interpretation through the selection,
nomination and framing of information. Media authors express their perspectives through evaluative
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linguistic resources that can guide the recipient’s interpretation of described events. This conceptual
position correlates with M.M. Bakhtin’s idea that the author acts as the “sole active form-shaping
energy” whose activity is manifested primarily as the “activity of expressed evaluation” (Bakhtin,
1979). From a critical discourse perspective, evaluative strategies may also contribute to ideological
framing and the organization of social meanings (Van Dijk, 2006). The pragmatic potential of media
texts is manifested through linguistic means characterized by expressiveness, emotiveness and
evaluative orientation. In this context, lexical and stylistic mechanisms are particularly relevant to the
implicit evaluation. According to A. Absattar et al. (2022), emotive vocabulary contributes to the
cognitive processing and interpretation of events and reinforces the evaluative orientation of media
messages.

Most previous research has focused largely on the lexical level of evaluation, while stylistic
devices have received comparatively less systematic attention from a functional -pragmatic perspective.
Such devices can be approached not simply as formal techniques but in terms of the mechanisms
through which they construct evaluative meaning in context. Within this framework, cognitive-
discursive studies demonstrate that metaphor shapes the perception of events by constructing evaluative
linguistic frames and guiding the recipient’s interpretation (Lakoff et al., 1990). Irony functions as a
pragmatically driven mechanism of implicit evaluation, where meaning emerges from incongruity
between expressed and intended content, enabling authors to maintain discursive distance while subtly
directing recipients’ evaluation (Attardo, 2000). These examples show that stylistic devices may
construct evaluative meaning through different interpretive mechanisms.

Despite the considerable body of research on evaluation, media discourse and individual stylistic
devices, their pragmatic functions in constructing evaluative meaning have not been systematically
related within a single analytical framework. Present studies describe the evaluative potential of
particular stylistic devices, but less attention has been paid to how their linguistic realization relates to
mechanisms of evaluation and to the pragmatic functions they perform in context. Moreover,
comparative research on these functions in Kazakh- and English-language media texts also remains
limited. The present study addresses this gap by relating the realization of stylistic devices to the
mechanisms through which evaluative meaning is constructed and to their pragmatic functions in the
selected media texts.

Results and discussions

Considering stylistic devices from a discursive and pragmatic perspective makes it possible to
examine how evaluative meaning is constructed and communicated in the selected media texts. The
analysis relates the formal realization of stylistic devices to the mechanisms through which evaluation is
constructed and to their pragmatic functions in discourse. To provide empirical support for the
qualitative findings, Table 1 presents a descriptive frequency summary of the stylistic devices identified
in the corpus.

Table 1 — The frequency distribution of stylistic devices identified in the Kazakh- and English-language
corpora

Kecte 1 — Ka3zak >xoHe arbUIIBIH TULAEPIHAEIT KOPIYCTapAaH aHBIKTAJFaH CTUJIMCTHUKAJIBIK
KYpaJIIapIblH KHiTIK OOWBIHIIIA Tapaaybl

Tabmuna 1 — YacroTHoe pachpeneleHHEe CTUIMCTUYECKUX CPENCTB, BBIABIEHHBIX B Ka3aXxCKO- H
AHTJIOA3BIYHBIX KOPITycax

Stylistic device | English-language corpus | Kazakh-language corpus Total Distribution %
Metaphor 48 46 94 27.6

Irony 41 28 69 20.3
Metonymy 18 23 41 12.1
Epithet 33 42 75 22.1
Hyperbole 17 28 45 13.2
Simile 10 6 16 4.7

Total 167 173 340 100
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Table 1 demonstrates that metaphor is the most frequently used stylistic device in both corpora
(27.6%), followed by the epithet (22.1%) and irony (20.3%). Together, these three stylistic devices
account for the largest proportion of evaluative stylistic devices in the analyzed sample. Metonymy
accounts for 12.1% of the cases, while hyperbole represents 13.2% and simile 4.7%. The English-
language corpus has relatively more instances of irony (41 vs. 28), whereas the Kazakh-language corpus
contains more epithets (42 vs. 33) and hyperboles (28 vs. 17). These findings are treated as
distributional patterns within the selected corpus rather than as statistically established characteristics of
two media discourses. The following qualitative analysis examines how these devices construct
evaluative meaning through different pragmatic mechanisms.

The analysis of two corpora shows that, within the selected sample, metaphor functions not
merely as a figurative device but as an important tool for shaping the semantic and evaluative framing
of social reality. According to the framing theory, metaphoric constructions offer a particular angle
through which socio-economic processes are perceived and interpreted within a specific axiological
orientation (Entman, 1993). In the analyzed material, this evaluative effect is achieved through a
sequence in which metaphorical transfer activates a particular conceptual image, structures the
interpretation of the represented situation and thereby performs a specific pragmatic function. For
example, consider the following fragment from The Guardian: “...as wealth shifis inexorably upwards,
basic universal services are outsourced-disability support, early education, aged and health care-
shifting shareholders into the role of primary beneficiaries, and the corporatization of not-for-profits
has social services providers placing increased market share higher in their priority list than improving
the lives of the Australians doing it toughest”
(https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2025/dec/24/christmas-peace-a-more-equal-australia-
cost-of-living-wealth). Here, the evaluative meaning is conveyed through a cluster of metaphors that
frame economic processes in moral and ideological terms. Thus, the metaphor “wealth shifts inexorably
upwards” activates a vertical spatial scheme typically associated with power and privilege, representing
inequality as a systematic movement of resources towards those positioned “above”. This spatial
conceptualization makes inequality more salient and supports the pragmatic function of ideological
framing. Other metaphorical constructions here, such as “shifting shareholders into the role of primary
beneficiaries” and “the corporatization of not-for-profits”, reinforce this critical frame by presenting
market logic as incompatible with social care. Together, these metaphors guide the reader toward a
critical interpretation of the described socio-economic transformations without requiring an explicit
evaluative statement.

A similar mechanism of evaluative framing can also be observed in selected Kazakh media texts,
where social and political processes are often described through images of vertical space. Thus, in the
article fragment: «>Kunansan adamoapovy andvina xana akimi wwlkkan. O «mananmel Kagaszed
Mycipyo0i» cypan, ouvl «ico2apviea yxcemkizyee» yaoe oepoi» (“The akim of the city came out to address
the gathered people. He asked them to put their demands in writing and promised to “deliver them
upwards”)  (https://qaz.ulysmedia.kz/saraptama/3556-zhanaozennen-zhana-kazakstan-zhaily-uranga-
deiin-kantar-okigasynyn-khronologiiasy) the vertical metaphor «orcozapwiza owcemxizy» (“to deliver
upwards’’) represents power as being located “above” and inaccessible to direct interaction. Unlike the
English example metaphor “wealth shifts inexorably upwards”’, where vertical movement illustrates the
redistribution of resources as a systemic and inevitable process, the Kazakh media text uses verticality
within the pragmatics of symbolic access to power. From a cognitive-discursive perspective, this
metaphor activates an “up-down” spatial model that conceptualizes authority as hierarchical, distant and
institutionally mediated. In this case, the conceptual spatialization of authority makes institutional
distance salient and provides the basis for the subsequent redistribution of agency. The city akim’s
promise “to deliver upwards” («ocozapwiza owcemxizy») the citizens’ demands constructs a
presuppositional evaluative frame in which the very possibility of solving the problem is transferred
beyond the local level, thereby shifting responsibility away from the immediate actor. Thus, the
metaphor operates through the sequence of spatial conceptualization to perceived institutional distance
and then to redistribution of agency, with the latter constituting its central pragmatic effect in this
context.
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In addition to spatial metaphors, metaphors of violence, physical force and war also play a
significant role in both media corpora. Social and political processes are frequently conceptualized
through images of coercion, destruction and bodily harm, which lends the described events a distinctly
negative axiological orientation. For example, in the expression “...ruled Belarus with an iron fist”,
from The Guardian, power is depicted through the image of physical pressure, framing political
governance as authoritarian coercion rather than as a legitimate institutional process. A similar
pragmatic function is performed by the metaphor “elimination of challengers” from the same
publication, which constructs an image of power as a repressive force aimed at suppressing opposition
(https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/jan/04/belarusian-president-alexander-lukashenko-signs-
law-granting-him-lifelong-immunity-from-prosecution). Metaphors of destruction and bodily damage,
such as “gutting of a key watchdog” (https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/nov/30/us-watchdog-
human-rights-department-homeland-security), present institutional reforms through the imagery of
physical violence. The transfer from physical harm to institutional processes makes abstract political
actions perceptually concrete. This negative conceptualization then provides the basis for the pragmatic
function of delegitimization, as political actors and their actions are represented through a frame of
harm rather than through institutional justification.

A similar mechanism can be observed in the Kazakh-language corpus. The figurative expressions
grounded in images of weapons and physical destruction, including the metaphor «arcyiie xbiibiuwbinan
KaH mamvin mypean ke3» (“a time when the system ruled with a blood-soaked sword”)
(https://gaz.ulysmedia.kz/saraptama/35760-urei-bilegen-zhuie-kazakstanda-nege-li-kunge-deiin-
kozhamzharov-pen-onyn-komekshilerinen-olerdei-korkady/) and the event labeled as «Kanowt kawmap»
(“Bloody January”) (https://zhasalash.kz/news/-8ba5d9/?ysclid=mm1r31kenz516921036), used in
media coverage of the January 2022 events in Kazakhstan, frame political reality through imagery of
violence and crisis. Such expressions represent power and social conflict through images of threat,
intensifying their negative axiological interpretation. The anthropomorphic metaphor «ypeii 6unezen
acytie» (“a system consumed by fear”) represents political institutions as a living entity acting under the
influence of fear, which contributes to their indirect delegitimization without explicit evaluative
statements. In these examples, the transfer from physical harm to political reality makes abstract
processes emotionally salient, intensifies negative evaluation and supports the pragmatic function of
implicit delegitimization.

According to the corpus analysis, irony emerges as a consistent pragmatic tool of implicit
evaluation, enabling media authors to critically reflect on social and political processes without making
direct accusations. In the analyzed corpus, ironic meaning is primarily constructed through a
discrepancy between an expected or explicitly stated value and the contextual reality in which it is
presented. In the English-language corpus, this mechanism can be observed in the contrast between
apparently legitimate statements and the context in which they are used. For example, in the following
extract from the article, the biblical phrase “Peace on Earth and goodwill to all” is reinterpreted
ironically through its juxtaposition with the expression “goodwill to those like us and “please stay
peaceful” to those who aren’t”, where the supposedly universal value of goodwill is presented as
selective and reserved for “insiders”
(https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2025/dec/24/christmas-peace-a-more-equal-australia-
cost-of-living-wealth). The gap between the proclaimed moral ideal and the social reality described,
including rising inequality and the commercialization of social services, generates an implicit negative
evaluation of the existing system. The evaluative effect does not arise from an explicitly negative lexical
item but from the recipient’s recognition of the discrepancy between the proclaimed ideal and the reality
represented in the text. Irony therefore functions through a sequence in which contextual discrepancy
leads to an inferred negative evaluation and subsequently to critical framing. Its pragmatic function in
this example is implicit criticism without direct expression of the author’s position.

A comparable evaluative pattern can be observed in the Kazakh-language corpus, where irony
frequently emerges through the framing of unrealistic promises and the mismatch between declared
ambitions and real-life conditions. For example, statements such as «Keodeitiep yut sxcvindan xetiin 6ai
bonaowr» (“In just three years, the poor will all be rich”) (https://qaz.ulysmedia.kz/saraptama/32731-
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kedeiler-ush-zhyldan-keiin-bai-bolady-deputattar-men-ministrdin-talkysy/) take on an ironic resonance
in contexts of socio-economic instability, implicitly expressing skepticism toward official rhetoric.
Here, the evaluative mechanism is based on the contrast between the categorical promise expressed in
the statement and the contextual conditions against which it is interpreted. The ironic effect here arises
from the inferential gap between what is presented as achievable and what the surrounding context
makes difficult to accept as realistic. This discrepancy creates a critical evaluative frame in which
institutional communication is represented as disconnected from everyday reality. These findings are
consistent with the understanding of irony as a pragmatic mechanism of implicit evaluation (Attardo,
2000), while the analyzed examples indicate how this mechanism operates in both corpora through
contextual discrepancy and the subsequent inference of critical evaluation.

The analysis of the Kazakh- and English-language corpora shows that metonymy functions as a
recurrent stylistic mechanism of evaluation in the analyzed texts. While metaphor reshapes the
conceptual understanding of social reality by linking different cognitive domains, metonymy operates
through the redistribution of agency and responsibility within discourse. Through metonymic
substitution, an individual actor is replaced by an institutional or abstract entity, which changes the way
agency and responsibility are represented and may present political and economic processes as
impersonal or systematic (Tokmakov, 2000). The evaluative effect is therefore produced not primarily
through explicit evaluation but through a shift in the representation of who acts and who is held
responsible. A clear example of this can be found in the headline from the news portal TIME:
“Buckingham Palace ready to support police if contacted over Andrew allegations amid Epstein row”
(https://time.com/7373053/prince-william-kate-middleton-address-epstein-files-andrew-scandal), where
the institutional name “Buckingham Palace” functions as a metonymy and serves as a framing device
that backgrounds individual agency while distancing the monarchy as an institution from personal
accusations against Prince Andrew. Similar metonymic patterns appear in conventional media
expressions such as “the White House has decided...”, “the Kremlin responded...” or “the markets
reacted nervously”. In such constructions, actions are attributed to institutions rather than to particular
individuals, reducing the salience of personal agency and representing events as outcomes of broader
institutional processes. Metonymic substitution thus displaces individual agency, reduces the visibility
of personal responsibility and contributes to the institutional framing of the event.

In the Kazakh-language corpus, political authority is also represented through metonymic
nominations such as Axopoa (Akorda is an official residence of the President of RK), ykimem (“the
government”), ounix (“the authority”), xcyiie (“system”), opmanwi (‘“the center”), ocozapwi (“‘the
top”, “above”). In the analyzed examples, these nominations may replace concrete decision-makers
with institutional or abstract representations of authority or central power. For example, in the statement
«bunix nen 6yxkapa apacvinoazel ouaroemel damvimaownr» (“Dialogue between the authorities and the
public is developing”) (http://egemen.kz./article/205380-bilik-pen-bugara-arasyndagy-dialogty-
damytady), the focus shifts from individual actors to an institutional entity «ounix» (“the authorities”).
This shift produces two related effects i.e. it foregrounds institutional authority while backgrounding
individual agency. In expressions involving «acozapur» (“above/the top”), the spatial representation
may also make hierarchical distance more salient by positioning decision-making at a higher
institutional level. In these cases, metonymy constructs evaluation through the reorganization of agency
i.e. institutional authority becomes more visible, while the individual actors responsible for particular
decisions remain less explicit.

Overall, within the analyzed corpus, metonymy functions as a mechanism of implicit evaluative
framing through the redistribution of agency. Its evaluative potential lies not necessarily in explicit
positive or negative characterization of an event. By shifting attention from individuals to institutions or
abstract entities, metonymic constructions can reduce the salience of individual responsibility and frame
political or social processes as part of broader institutional dynamics.

The next stylistic linguistic device identified across both media corpora is the epithet. In media
discourse, epithets typically function at the presuppositional level. They introduce an axiological
perspective in which the evaluation of the described object is treated as already established and
therefore does not require further explanation. The evaluative mechanism of the epithet lies in
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embedding the author’s judgement directly into the description of the referent, so that evaluation is
presented as an attribute, but not as a separate proposition requiring justification. In the English-
language corpus, epithets are frequently realized as evaluative attributes accompanying the names of
social actors, political decisions and institutional practices. This is illustrated by combinations such as
controversial reform, deeply flawed policy, brutal crackdown, sham election, toxic political climate,
toxic society, toxic culture and grave abuse, which can be embedded in otherwise informational
narratives and introduce evaluation without separate argumentation. In these examples, the evaluative
element is not argued but presented as an already established characteristic. For example, in the
statement: “A Republican-led congressional committee has subpoenaed documents from the estate of
the disgraced late financier Jeffrey Epstein ” (https://www.theguardian.com/us-
news/2025/aug/25/jeffrey-epstein-documents-subpoena-congress) where the epithet disgraced functions
as a presuppositional marker of moral evaluation, framing a negative interpretation of the person even
before factual information is presented. In this case, the epithet performs moral categorization and
directs the reader toward a particular evaluative perspective. It combines evaluative categorization with
condensation, i.e. a complex judgement is incorporated into a single descriptive attribute, reducing the
need for explicit argumentative evaluation.

In the analyzed Kazakh-language corpus, epithets show a somewhat different pragmatic
realization. Whereas the English-language examples tend to rely on presuppositionally loaded
evaluative attributes, the Kazakh-language examples more frequently employ emotionally coloured and
journalistically expressive epithets, such as «wynet icy (“a high-profile case”), «xayinmi ypoic» (“a
dangerous trend”), «aoinemciz ocytie» (“‘an unjust system”), «kaman cascamy (“a harsh policy”) and
«xayinmi wewimy» (“a dangerous decision”). Such epithets not only characterize the described object
but also intensify its emotional evaluation. Here, the evaluative mechanism shifts from presuppositional
condensation towards more explicit emotional intensification, creating the effect of an evaluative stance
shared with the audience and also reducing the communicative distance between author and recipient.

Thus, epithets in both media corpora convey evaluative meaning by incorporating judgement into
the description of the referent. In the English-language media texts, they more often operate through the
presuppositional categorization and evaluative condensation, whereas in the Kazakh-language texts
analyzed here, they more often intensify emotional evaluation and create an effect of alignment with the
audience. The comparison therefore suggests that the same stylistic device can construct evaluative
meaning through different realizations of the underlying mechanism. Thus, epithet functions as a
mechanism of implicit evaluative framing within the analyzed corpus.

According to analysis of our data, hyperbole and simile emerge as comparatively less frequent but
at the same time significant stylistic devices for conveying implicit evaluative meaning in both corpora.
In the English-language corpus, hyperbole is often realized through high-intensity vocabulary that
amplifies the perceived significance of events and creates a sense of urgency, threat or public
importance. For example, in the statement: “A Trump endorsement, though, would be a seismic event-
one that Trump might see as too tempting to skip ” (https://time.com/7373241/james-talarico-jasmine-
crockett-ken-paxton-john-cornyn-texas-senate-polls/), hyperbole is expressed through the phrase “a
seismic event” which presents the potential political endorsement of Donald Trump as an occurrence of
an almost catastrophic scale. The lexeme seismic, borrowed from the geological domain, transfers
political action into the sphere of physical intensity and increases the evaluative force of the statement.
Such hyperbole dramatizes the situation, frames the endorsement as a turning point and guides the
recipient toward perceiving the event as critically significant without the author's explicit evaluation. In
this example, the mechanism operates through intensity amplification, which heightens the perceived
significance of the event and then contributes to its interpretive framing.

The analysis of the Kazakh-language corpus demonstrates that hyperbole is more frequently
employed as a means of emotional-evaluative intensification and crisis framing. The hyperbolic
examples identified in this corpus tend to rely on vocabulary of extreme scale, such as «xayinmi ¢pazaza
acemmiy (“has reached a dangerous phase”), «maoenu oym» (“a cultural boom”), «enepodeti Kopkaowi»
(“are terrified to death”) and «mymac ayviioapowvl wativin kemeoiy (it washes away entire villages”),
where evaluative meaning is conveyed through imagery of threat, massiveness or existential risk. Thus,
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in the statement: «Kazaxcmanoa neee ani kynee oetiin K. nen onviy komeKutiiepinen oiepoeti KOpKaovl»
(the name is given in abbreviated form — K.) (“Why in Kazakhstan people are still terrified to death of
Q. and his associates”) (https://qaz.ulysmedia.kz/saraptama/35760-urei-bilegen-zhuie-kazakstanda-
nege-li-kunge-deiin-kozhamzharov-pen-onyn-komekshilerinen-olerdei-korkady/), the hyperbolic phrase
«osepoetl Kopkadwur» conveys the negative axiological frame by shifting the description of emotion from
ordinary fear to existential threat. This amplification of fear dramatizes the political situation and
contributes to the delegitimization of actors in power by framing fear as an outcome of presumed
repression. The evaluative mechanism therefore proceeds through intensity amplification, the
construction of an extreme threat image and subsequent emotional-evaluative intensification.

In addition to hyperbole, simile also functions as an important stylistic mechanism of implicit
evaluation, contributing to emotional dramatization and interpretative framing. In the Kazakh-language
corpus, simile is used to intensify crisis perception and construct imagery of large-scale destruction. For
example, in the analytical article «Coebic Peceiice emec, Ilymunece xepex nemece casicu ambuyus
mynxicen pexcum» from the Kazakh corpus, the following expression «ackepoiy xvinadaii Kbipoliyvr»
(“the army was cut down like grass”) (https://qaz.ulysmedia.kz/saraptama/12930-sogys-reseige-emes-
putinge-kerek-nemese-saiasi-ambitsiia-munkigen-rezhim/) presents military losses through an explicit
comparative image. The comparison with grass converts the abstract description of military losses into a
concrete and visually accessible image of mass destruction. It emphasizes the scale and inevitability of
destruction, reinforces a strongly negative evaluative frame and increases the recipient’s emotional
engagement, guiding the reader toward perceiving the event as catastrophic rather than routine.

A similar function of simile can be seen in the English-language corpus. In the following article
from The Guardian about resurgence of measles in the UK, the statement: “Importations of measles
found unvaccinated pockets and took off like wildfire”
(http://www.theguardian.com/society/2026/feb/15/life-threatening-rise-of-measles-in-the-uk) uses the
simile “took off like wildfire” to represent the spread of the disease not merely as rapid but as
dangerous, unpredictable and difficult to control. The comparison with wildfire adds a threat frame to
an otherwise factual description of disease spread and makes its speed and uncontrollability more
perceptually salient. Thus, the mechanism moves from sensory comparison to the concretization of
threat, which intensifies evaluation and contributes to interpretive framing.

The differences observed between the Kazakh- and English- language corpora may be partially
associated with socio-cultural factors that shape communicative traditions and evaluative practices.
However, the present corpus does not allow this difference to be attributed exclusively to national-
cultural factors. Within the analyzed sample, the English-language corpus contains relatively more
instances of irony, whereas the Kazakh-language corpus contains relatively more epithets and
hyperboles. The qualitative analysis also reveals recurrent vertical metaphors in the Kazakh-language
material and instances of institutional metonymy in both corpora. These patterns may reflect differences
in communicative priorities, journalistic practices and ways of representing authority and social
relations. Expressions such as «awcozapuiea socemxizy», «acozapvioasviiap» and «ouixmeei» illustrate a
vertical conceptualization of authority in the Kazakh-language material, where institutional distance is
represented through spatial relations. In the English-language examples analyzed here, irony contributes
to indirect criticism, while institutional metonymy provides a mechanism for the redistribution of
agency. These patterns suggest different modes of constructing evaluation within the selected texts, i.e.
emotional intensification and more explicit alignment with the audience in some Kazakh-language
examples and implicit framing and indirect criticism in some English-language examples. These
tendencies should be interpreted in relation to the genre, thematic and editorial characteristics of the
selected articles, while socio-cultural factors remain a possible explanatory dimension rather than a
direct causal explanation.

Conclusion

The results of the present study allow us to conclude that stylistic devices play a significant role in
the formation of evaluative meaning in both analyzed Kazakh- and English-language media texts. The
function of stylistic devices goes beyond textual expressiveness, as they operate as pragmatic
mechanisms that shape the recipient’s interpretation and participate in evaluative and ideological
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framing.

The findings of the study demonstrate that metaphor, irony, metonymy, epithet, hyperbole and
simile function as means of implicit evaluation within the selected corpus. The analysis shows that
metaphors structure the interpretation of social and political processes through conceptual transfer and
framing, while irony constructs evaluation through a discrepancy between expected meaning and
contextual reality. Metonymy redistributes discursive agency by shifting attention from individual
actors to different institutional or abstract entities. Epithet functions as a marker of presuppositional
evaluation, whereas hyperbole and simile intensify the perceived significance or emotional salience of
represented events.

The comparative analysis of selected data also revealed differences in the distribution and
pragmatic realization of stylistic devices. English-language texts in the analyzed sample contain
relatively more examples of irony, while Kazakh-language texts contain relatively more epithets and
hyperboles. Qualitative analysis additionally reveals recurrent vertical metaphors in the Kazakh-
language material and instances of institutional metonymy in both corpora. These patterns show
different tendencies in the construction of evaluation within the selected material. However, they should
not be interpreted as stable or universal characteristics of English- or Kazakh-language media discourse,
since the study is based on a limited corpus and the observed differences may also be related to genre,
thematic focus, journalistic practices and editorial orientation. Therefore, the socio-cultural factors
represent a possible explanatory dimension rather than a conclusively established causal relationship.

Thus, the main contribution of the study is the proposed analytical model that relates the formal
realization of stylistic devices to the mechanisms of evaluative construction and their pragmatic
functions. The analysis shows that the same stylistic device can realize evaluation through different
mechanisms, such as conceptual framing, inferential discrepancy, redistribution of agency,
presuppositional categorization, intensification of emotions and sensory concretization.

The study has several limitations. Firstly, the corpus is restricted to online media articles and does
not include other media formats, such as social media pages, interviews or television programs, which
may employ different evaluative patterns. In addition, the corpus size and its purposive sampling limit
the extent to which the results of study can be generalized to Kazakh- and English-language media
discourse as a whole. Therefore, the findings should be understood as tendencies identified in the
selected corpus rather than as statistically established features of two media systems.

Future research may extend the corpus, include a more systematically balanced selection of genres
and media formats and examine additional languages. Such research could further test whether the
evaluative patterns identified in the present study are sustained across different communicative, genre-
specific and socio-cultural contexts.
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